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is version 1.1, created on August 1, 2022. Please see ncsfa.com/book for more information about 
this book, including annotations, corrections, and additional photo credits.  
 
Shown on page 1 are Mecklenburg County volunteer fire departments in the 1960s, courtesy Don-
ald Whitaker Collection. Shown on page 2 and 3 is Greensboro Steam Fire Engine Co. 1, in front of 
their engine house at 108 W. Gaston Street (now W. Friendly Avenue), circa 1900, courtesy Greens-
boro History Museum. 
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Past, Present, and Growing Our Future 

The decision of our board to prepare a complete review and factual history of the North Carolina State Fire-
fighters’ Association was a timely action that will help present and future members understand the building 
blocks that brought us to where we are today. It was a huge but necessary task. History offers a storehouse 
of information about how people came together to form and grow our association. How can we understand 
progressive actions, the changing influence of technology, or the actions of our predecessors, if we don't use 
what we know about experiences in the past? This, fundamentally, is why we have to study our history. 

It offers the foundation on how we performed in the past, and how we may need to perform or make changes 
in the future. The past caused the present, and so the past and present will cause the future. Only through 
studying our history can we grasp how things changed, and how they may change going forward. As an exam-
ple, it’s evident the influence that elected boards and broad representation from our membership have had on 
our growth, and this in itself should prevent us from ever going away from that representation. 
 
In our 134 years of history, the Association has ebbed and flowed through various changes, yet none more 
so than recent years. As with the history of the world itself, changes seem to come more rapidly. Change 
builds upon change. In recent years we’ve seen our association change its name to the North Carolina State 
Firefighters’ Association, a change long resisted, but a change that brings our title more in line with its mem-
bership. 
 
Technology has become increasingly ingrained into our work, with everything from electronic submittals 
by departments of necessary paperwork, to member information on mobile phone apps. We also saw, for the 
first time since World War II, the necessity to cancel our annual meeting due to a pandemic, yet were able to 
conduct it electronically to move our necessary business forward. 
 
Our Firefighter’s Relief Fund, established in 1907, had to be defended legislatively in 2013, yet has seen a 
three-fold increase in use since it was threatened. Our conference continues to grow and change, with atten-
dance to our vendor show now at no cost to our membership and the public. We’ve continued our recognitions 
such as Firefighter of the Year, and have added a meritorious Award for Valor to give recognition for heroic 
actions of our members in the performance of their duties. 
 
Our office suffered a significant displacement that lasted two years due to a fire, yet was remodeled and came 
back better. We’ve continued to increase the benefits our members receive, added scholarships, and improved 
relationships with our partners. We’ve continued to maintain an active presence in the legislature with our 
lobbyist and staff, and added an advocacy software program to keep our interested members informed. 
 
All of these changes and more carry on the progressive actions of the past, built upon an agenda driven by an 
active board, elected from our membership, and guided by the principles of our Association since 1887. 
 
It’s a great time to be in the fire service, and a great time to not only celebrate the publication of our history, 
but to study, remember, and learn from those who proceeded us and led the Association in the past.
 
Our history is critical to our future in the fire service, and standing high atop the shoulders of those individu-
als and events that got us to where we are today is critical to seeing our path forward for the future.
 
Tim Bradley
Executive Director, 2013-present
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One afternoon in the late summer of 1887, three 
young fire chiefs were sitting in front of the Benbow 
House hotel in Greensboro: Harper Elam and Charles 
Benbow of that city and James McNeill of Fayetteville. 
They had just read an account of a state association 
of firemen in New Jersey and suggested the idea of a 
similar organization in North Carolina. 
In May 1888, the Greensboro Fire Department held 
a meeting to discuss the forming of a state association 
of volunteer firemen, and the feasibility of having a 
firemen’s tournament and celebration at a future date. 
By unanimous vote, they approved inviting the var-
ious volunteer fire companies in North Carolina to 
send delegates to their city on September 12-13, for 
the purpose of creating that organization. They also 
decided to hold a “grand firemen’s tournament” at the 
same time. 
Postponed two weeks after heavy rains and railway 
washouts, the two-day event opened on September 
26, 1888. The first day of the tournament started with 
a “grand parade” of fire companies, floats, the Greens-
boro Cornet Band, and the Guilford Grays. The line 
of march was estimated at three miles, with over 
five-thousand spectators and visitors. It was followed 
that afternoon by steam engine contests and the un-
veiling of a war memorial at Green Hill Cemetery. 
The first business meeting was held that evening at Bo-
gart Hall. Greensboro Fire Chief Frank Thomas called 
the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. Edward Engelhard 
of Raleigh was appointed temporary secretary, and 
Charles Benbow explained their objective: to organize 
a firemen’s association in North Carolina of white 
volunteer companies, and to discuss such measures and 
to take such action upon matters concerning firemen as 
would best promote their interests. 
A roll call was conducted of all volunteer fire com-
panies in the state. Represented at the meeting were 
twenty-one firemen from Durham, Fayetteville, 
Greensboro, Raleigh, Reidsville, Salem, and Winston. 
A committee of three was appointed to recommend a 
plan of action. They suggested adopting the constitu-
tion and by-laws of the Virginia Firemen’s Association 
and their recommendation was approved. 
The group adopted the name North Carolina State 
Firemen’s Association and elected permanent officers: 
Charles Benbow as President; J. R. Donnell of Greens-
boro, James McNeill of Fayetteville, F. C. Meinung of 
Salem, J. T. Thacker of Winston, J. F. Stultz of Reids-
ville, Frank Lumsden of Raleigh, and Howard Heartt 
of Durham as Vice Presidents; Edward Engelhard as 
Secretary; F. H. Vogler from Salem as Treasurer; and 
Harper Elam as Statistician. 

They also created an Executive Committee and a Leg-
islative Committee. 
The tournament continued on Sunday with reel and 
foot races and concluded with a “grand ball comple-
mentary to visiting ladies and gentlemen.” The business 
meeting resumed that evening. Annual dues of $1.00 
were established. Blank applications were ordered to 
be created and sent to the secretary of each fire de-
partment in each town in the state. They also agreed 
to distribute the meeting minutes to the state’s volun-
teer firemen. Raleigh was selected as the next place of 
meeting. 
In the early years of the Association, there were only 
about two hundred firemen in North Carolina. Many 
of the later larger cities were small villages, with 
nothing but volunteer departments. Hand pumps and 
hand reels were often the only apparatus available for 
the protection of life and property. But improvements 
began to be made and the membership grew. Also 
about that time, the first horse-drawn hose wagons and 
combination chemical wagons came into general use. 
During the first meetings, ways and means were 
discussed to create more interest in firefighting among 
the state’s firemen, who were nearly all volunteers. They 
decided to hold a tournament in conjunction with the 
first convention. This feature proved very popular and 
continued annually.
 
Timeline of Later Events 

March 11, 1889: The NCSFA was chartered by legis-
lative act. "An act to incorporate the North Carolina 
State Firemen's Association" was enacted by the "Sen-
ate and House of Representatives in General Assembly 
convened."

August 13, 1889: The first annual convention opened 
in Raleigh at Metropolitan Hall. The city's "Gala Day" 
included a parade before "streets packed with people" 
and Fayetteville Street was filled "full of firemen, and 
their brilliant uniforms and the glitter of the engines, 
hose reels, etc. [that] made the spectacle one to be 
remembered."
The two-day event also included exhibitions of appa-
ratus on Fayetteville Street by the Phoenix Chemical 
Engine Company of Raleigh and the Phoenix Hook 
and Ladder Company of Columbia, SC. Recounted a 
news story, the Columbia company ran 100 yards with 
their ladder truck, then raised, climbed, lowered, and 
rehanged a ladder in just 35 seconds. Receiving “loud 
and prolonged applause,” they repeated the feat in 34 
seconds.

The Beginning



7

Left, top: Greensboro Southside Hose Company. (Courtesy Greensboro History Museum). Left, bottom: Winston Hook and Ladder No. 2. 
(Courtesy Old Salem Museums & Gardens Historic Photograph Collection) Right: Discussion topics for 1889 convention in Raleigh.

Membership certificate of founding member Harper Elam, issued September 27, 1888. (Courtesy Erin Elam)
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Timeline

1890s ___________

May 20, 1890: The second annual convention opened 
in Charlotte and in conjunction with the anniversa-
ry of the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence 
of May 20, 1775. Recounted one newspaper, “Ban-
ners float everywhere. The day has been full of bristly 
bayonets, bright uniforms, martial music, and patriotic 
speeches.” 
The convention was held at the YMCA hall. Six cities 
were represented by their fire companies. During the 
first day’s morning session, a paper was read on “the 
construction of electric lights and power wires so as to 
be handled by firemen without danger.”
September 11, 1890: The North Carolina Volunteer 
Firemen’s Association, comprised of colored fire com-
panies, was organized at a two-day meeting in Greens-
boro. It was attended by delegates from Charlotte, 
Durham, Greensboro, Monroe, Raleigh, and Wilming-
ton. They were chartered the following February.  
March 9, 1891: Legislation was passed that created 
the North Carolina Firemen’s Relief Fund, to provide 
compensation for members injured or killed in the line 
of duty. The fund was administered by the NCSFA. 
August 25, 1891: The third annual convention opened 
in Durham. It was called to order by President Howard 

Heartt, followed by remarks from Durham Fire Chief 
Albert Kramer. C. B. Green of Durham delivered the 
welcome address, and the response was made by Chief 
Charles Benbow of Greensboro. Seventeen fire compa-
nies were represented by 37 delegates. 
After the tournament was "ruined by rain" on the third 
day, six firemen from Asheville left early. They were 
aboard the Richmond & Danville Railroad No. 9 train 
when it plunged from a trestle near Statesville. Perry 
Barnett, Samuel Gorman, and W. E. Winslow were 
among the 22 passengers killed. The other three Ashe-
ville firemen were only slightly injured.
July 13, 1892: The convention opened in Asheville. 
Reports were received from the departments, including 
Chief Amerson of Wilson reporting “we are getting 
along fairly well,” Chief McNeill of Fayetteville noting 
they are “in good shape and on the mend,” and Chief 
Powell of Asheville saying “I do not like to say just how 
we are, because you will hear and see for yourselves.” 
July 26, 1893: The convention opened in Wilmington, 
without a tournament. It was canceled “on account of 
the stringency in money matters.”
August 29, 1894: The convention opened in Winston. 
The “voluntary reports of fire organizations” of sixteen 
fire companies included a report from Tarboro: “We are 
in a fair condition. We have a membership of 50. Have 
no engine. Got a hydrant pressure of 70 pounds and if 

In 1887, several fire chiefs from across the state met in 
Greensboro to discuss the needs of the fire service in North 
Carolina. This meeting, the first of many local and statewide 
meetings of the North Carolina State Firemen’s Association, 
later renamed the North Carolina State Firefighters’ Associ-
ation, was the beginning of a long and celebrated history of 
providing advocacy and benefits for all of the fire departments 
and firefighters in our state. 

From our humble beginnings with just a few members to 
over 55,000 members today, the NCSFA continues to provide 

benefits and advocacy that rivals many comparative fire ser-
vice associations from across our country. The reason we are 
positioned as a top fire service association in the United States 
is because we continue to build upon the shoulders of our past 
leadership. The previous boards and staff members were vi-
sionaries and fire service leaders in their communities, towns, 
and cities in North Carolina and the United States. 

This book captures the history of our association and that of 
the North Carolina fire service. I am proud to have been part 
of this great history, serving alongside my current family 

Salem Rough and Ready fire company in 1893. (Courtesy Old Salem 
Museums & Gardens Historic Photograph Collection)

Kinston’s Caswell Fire Company in 1898. (KFD)
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1890 to 1899

we could get more encouragement from the town and 
county, we could do a good deal more.”
August 7, 1895: The convention opened in New Bern. 
The president of the colored firemen’s association also 
attended. Exhibitors included the Gamewell Fire Alarm 
Telegraph Company, the Revere Rubber Company, and 
the Cornelius Callahan Company, makers of hose, noz-
zles, relief valves, and other equipment.  
During the tournament, a “protest [was] entered” by the 
Atlantic Hose Company of New Bern against Greens-
boro’s South Side Hose Company, saying they were 
assisted in the Grab Race by a member of Greensboro’s 
Eagle Hose Company.
August 19, 1896: The convention opened in Salisbury. 
A New Bern newspaper later reported being “besieged 

with anxious inquiries” about the tournament. When 
news arrived at noon that the city’s beloved Silsby steam 
engine had been defeated, “the pride of this city [...] and 
in the poor time of 3.33 [minutes],” it wrote “there was 
a wail of anguish heard all over the city, the fair ladies, 
young and married, joining the chorus of woe.”
August 3, 1897: The convention opened in Fayetteville. 
An estimated 10,000 people attended events that includ-
ed a parade of fire companies over a half-mile long, and 
“interstate” contests with visiting fire companies from 
South Carolina.   

July 26, 1898: The convention opened in Goldsboro. 
Chief Schnibben of Wilmington gave a short report on 
their new chemical engine, and how the majority of their 
fires had been extinguished with it. Resolutions were 
passed to thank the Atlantic Coast Line and Seaboard 
Air Line railroads for free transportation, while de-
nouncing the Southern Railway for refusing to provide 
free transport.

February 10, 1899: Legislation was passed that creat-
ed the Department of Insurance, with James Young as 
the first commissioner. One month later, another act 
authorized him—along with fire chiefs and fire commit-
tees—to investigate fires, conduct fire inspections, and 
maintain fire records.  

August 1, 1899: The convention opened in Greensboro. 
The Association voted to allow superintendents of fire 
alarms and superintendents of water works to join. 

members and my firefighter ancestors that began with the 
Atlantic Steam Fire Engine Company No. 1 in the City of New 
Bern in 1914. I am also especially proud to have been a part 
of the history of the NCSFA, while serving our members as 
the deputy director for the past ten years, and at the Piedmont 
North Carolina Firefighters’ Association (PNCFA) as treasurer 
for 12 years at the time of this book. 

Please know that the NCSFA and PNCFA will be at the fore-
front of emerging fire service challenges and opportunities in 
the near and distant future. We are excited to experience what 

the future holds for our brother and sister firefighters. Please 
know that the NCSFA is your association and we are dedicated 
and proud to serve each of our members. 

Be safe and remember “Everyone Goes Home.”

—Ed Brinson, Deputy Director, 2012-present

Greensboro Steam Fire Engine Company No. 1. (Courtesy Greensboro History Museum)

Asheville hook and ladder company in 1900.(Courtesy Buncombe 
County Public Library)
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Timeline

In his annual report, Statistician W. P. Monroe not-
ed that 11 towns had installed “electrical fire alarm 
systems,” including Asheville, Fayetteville, Greensboro, 
Goldsboro, Salem, and Winston. 

1900s  

July 10, 1900: The convention opened in Wilmington. 
Some 400 to 500 firemen attended, along with 12,000 
to 15,000 visitors to the city. 
March 14, 1901: Legislation was passed to create an 
office of Chief of Fire Department in those cities and 
towns that had not already established one.
July 23, 1901: The convention opened in Charlotte. 
James McNeill of Fayetteville was elected for his 
eighth term as president. Accepting the appointment, 
he said: “I have said everything in accepting the former 
nominations for the presidency that I know how to put 
into the English language.”
July 23, 1902: The convention opened in Raleigh. A 
suggestion was made to adopt a cash prize for the 
Championship Race. “Not a belt, but a $200 cash 
prize,” said a member. After discussion and some dis-
agreements, the proposal was adopted.  
August 12, 1903: The convention opened in Durham. 
Secretary W. C. Von Glahn reported a membership 
of 51 companies representing 26 departments and 
794 members. Newly added were companies from 

Chapel Hill, High Point, and a second company from 
Salisbury.  
August 2, 1904: The convention opened in Salisbury. 
The annual meeting of the North Carolina Water 
Works Association was also held and their members 
met "in regular session” with the NCSFA. Among the 
announced activities were ball games on all four days, a 
banquet on Friday night for “the boys in uniform,” and 
“attractions at the opera house.”
March 6, 1905: Legislation was passed to make fire 
chiefs also building inspectors, and established regula-
tions for municipalities including fire limits, building 
construction codes, and reporting requirements.
July 19, 1905: The convention opened in Winston. 
Governor Robert Glenn, on behalf of the local fire de-
partments, presented to the Association a gavel “made 
from the historic cedars of Salem.” Also brought before 
the members was the matter of adopting a national 
standard hose thread. The delegate going to the nation-
al association was instructed to report that the NCS-
FA favors a 7 ½ inch thread on a 2 ½ inch diameter 
coupling.
July 10, 1906: The convention opened in Asheville. 
Discussion topics included “Care of fire hose” by 
Harry Nissen of Salem, “Duty of firemen in protect-
ing property from water at fires” by Lonnie Lumsden 
of Raleigh, and “The most efficient fire alarm system 
where there is no electrical system” by Chief George 
Pennington of Tarboro. 

Serving on the board of the NCSFA has been one of the high-
lights of my career. Being able to serve all 55,000+ members 
of the Association has been an amazing experience. I have 
met so many great firefighters and fire officers across the state 
that I would have never had the opportunity to meet elsewise. 

The best part about the North Carolina fire service are the 
people in it, and I thank them all for their service every day. I 
would also be remiss not to thank all the past presidents and 
board members, executive directors, and NCSFA staff.

The organization is what it is today thanks to the foresight of 
the leaders that came before us. The NCSFA has the mission 
of serving our members, and I pray that tradition carries on 
into the future.

—Quentin Cash, President

Looking at the journey that I am on, now as first vice presi-
dent of the NCSFA, reminds me that the mission never stops. 
Issues and names change, but the purpose remains the same: 
representing the firefighters throughout North Carolina. 

Charlotte fire companies circa 1905. (CFD)

Lexington hose reel company.
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1900 to 1912

Headlines from the next day’s Asheville Citizen includ-
ed “Routine business completed and firemen are ready 
for exciting races to begin this afternoon,” “Throngs of 
gaily uniformed visitors filled the streets of Asheville 
and Riverside Park,” and “Hundreds of Asheville peo-
ple watched practicing of visitors for today’s races. New 
Bern man severely injured.” 
March 9, 1907: Legislation was passed to create a local 
firemen’s relief fund for any incorporated municipali-
ty with an organized fire department and equipment 
valued at $1,000 or more. It was funded by a tax on 
insurance premiums collected within the municipality 
and administered by a local board of trustees. 
August 6, 1907: The 20th annual convention opened in 
Wilmington. It was the “largest and most representa-
tive in the history of the association,” noted a newspa-
per, and with between 35 and 40 cities represented. An 
estimated 10,000 people gathered for the tournament. 
June 17, 1908: The convention opened again in Wilm-
ington. Originally scheduled for August, it was moved 
to June to benefit the membership, who were mostly 
volunteer firemen and “some of whom [found] it in-
convenient to get away from business upon the open-
ing of the fall season.” 
In addition to the business sessions and tournament 
games, a special steamboat excursion to Fort Caswell 
was planned, along with a fireman’s ball at the Lumina 

on Wrightsville Beach. Opened in 1905, the famed 
hotel was reached by electric trolley. 
July 6, 1909: The convention opened in Asheville. 
More than 500 firemen arrived by the first day. One 
newspaper noted Concord’s “particularly striking 
uniform,” described as “bright red jackets with green 
trousers.” They reported 11 members were there from 
the Cannonville Reel Company and “a score of others” 
from the hose wagon company.

1910s  

July 28, 1910: The convention opened in New Bern. 
During a business session, members debated whether 
two-wheel hose carts should compete alongside four-
wheel carts in the tournament. 
May 16, 1911: The convention opened in Charlotte. 
During the adoption of last year's minutes, a correc-
tion was noted. One fire company’s third-place times 
were missing from the Interstate Horse Hose Wagon 
Contest. They requested a correction.
July 23, 1912: The convention opened in Fayetteville 
and with steam engine contests at the tournament for 
the last time. 
Statistician Stuart Davis noted that three “auto trucks” 
were serving in Asheville and Charlotte. Two years 
later, his report listed 11 cities with motor apparatus. 

Proverbs 29:18 says “Where there is no vision, the people 
perish.” The NCSFA continues to have a vision to improve 
the North Carolina fire service through benefits, legislation, 
and advocacy. The best thing that happened to me while 
serving on the board was joining that extended family. I was 
accepted not only by board and staff members, but also by 
the membership and past presidents that had come before me. 
Any time and every time, they have been there for me.

Without the opportunity to serve on the board, I never would 
have gained the knowledge and lifelong friendships that will 

surpass my time on the board. Finally, a word of advice that 
I have always liked from my dad: Don't let the cow outsmart 
you. No matter how complex the problem, don’t overthink.

—Chris Davis, First Vice President

We must know the history of the fire service. This keeps us 
from making the same mistakes, but also keeps us doing the 
right things. This we must do to stay safe, and always remain 
at the top of our game in North Carolina.

—Richard Pulley, Second Vice President

Beaufort’s Robert E. Lee Fire Company in 1908. (BFD)

Durham Hose Company No. 2 in 1914. (Courtesy Durham County 
Public Library)
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Timeline

August 12, 1913: The convention opened in Wilming-
ton. At the close of the last day's business, nominations 
and votes were taken for next year’s host city. Win-
ston-Salem received 108 votes and Asheville received 
29 votes. 
July 13, 1914: Raleigh Fire Chief Sherwood Brockwell 
resigned to become the first state fire marshal, after In-
surance Commissioner James Young created "a plan to 
reduce fire losses by designating a knowledgeable per-
son to go around the state and properly train firemen."  
August 4, 1914: The convention opened in Win-
ston-Salem. Sherwood Brockwell read a paper he pre-
sented in Charlotte in May, titled “Benefits of inspec-
tion of building by firemen.” Members later adopted 
a resolution endorsing the Insurance Commissioner’s 
appointment of Brockwell, pledging to give him their 
best aid, and encouraging “the authorities of our cities 
and towns” to also assist him.  
August 10, 1915: The convention opened in New Bern. 
Victor Bryant talked at length on the subject of fire 
insurance. Sherwood Brockwell also gave a demon-
stration on “first aid to the injured” with “a small jar of 
articles required by everyone in first aid to the injured.” 
July 18, 1916: The convention opened in Raleigh. 
Charles Maulin of the Gamewell Fire Alarm Compa-
ny spoke on “The advantages of automatic fire alarm 

systems for small towns.” Other speaker topics were 
“The advantages of smoke helmets to firemen” and 
“Why the cities and towns should furnish free water 
for private fire protection.” 
July 24, 1917: The convention opened in Morehead 
City and for the first time “simply as a delegate con-
vention.” The tournament was canceled due to “war 
conditions on the home front,” said President James 
McNeill. The location was changed, as the Association 
had accepted an invitation from Asheville last year. 
They postponed it, hoping that “by the time the war 
clouds will have rolled away,” they could meet there 
and “have the best tournament we ever had.”
August 12, 1918: The convention opened in Wrights-
ville Beach, but the tournament was canceled again 
due to war conditions. The Oceanic Hotel served as 
“headquarters of the association” with the “convention 
and institute” held at the nearby auditorium. “Special 
attractions for the occasion” were hosted by the Tide 
Water Company.
July 14, 1919: The convention opened in Asheville, but 
the tournament was canceled a third time. Colonel 
Walker Taylor of Wilmington was the keynote speaker. 
President James McNeill recounted the challenges over 
the last three years, beginning in 1916 when “so many 

The NCSFA is key to the growth of the North Carolina fire 
service. We are able to provide so many things to our fire-
fighters. Being a member of the board has a tremendous 
impact on how I look to make things better. Preparing for 
future firefighters to be successful is my main focus as a board 
member. In working with the board, I have learned that we are 
a group of like-minded believers. Representing the firefighters 
of North Carolina has been a true honor.

—Doug Bissette, Eastern Director

Since my early days in the fire service, I was continuously 
educated on how valuable the NCSFA is to the fire depart-
ments of North Carolina. Now that I have the opportunity to 
serve on the board, I see firsthand the tremendous amount 
of work that goes on to help our North Carolina fire service. 
I am honored to represent those men and women. My hope 
is that this history book will inspire the future leaders to get 
involved in our state’s fire service, either locally, regionally, 
or at the state level.

—Steven Roberson, Piedmont Director

Mount Olive Fire Department in 1914. (MOFD)

New Bern's Atlantic Fire Company's 1915 American LaFrance 
pumper. (Courtesy New Bern Firemen's Museum)
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1913 to 1924

of our younger members went into the service of the 
government, and we were asked to use every effort to 
win the war and spend no more money than necessary.” 
He also talked about their inability to secure affordable 
transportation by rail this year. He asked the members 
if the "tournament feature should be taken up next 
year." They voted "yes." 

1920s  1920s  

August 9, 1920: The convention opened in Fayetteville 
and the tournament returned with motor contests 
added. Questions about the firemen’s relief fund were 
answered by Attorney General James Manning, who 
addressed legal compliance issues that had prevented 
some local departments from receiving their monies. 
August 23, 1921: The convention opened in Gastonia. 
Secretary John Miller reported 126 member depart-
ments in 86 cities and towns, with 1,636 members who 
had paid their per capita tax for the year. Counting 
those unpaid, the Association’s total membership was 
1,836.
February 1922: The Firemen’s Fraternal Insurance 
Fund of North Carolina began operating. It was creat-
ed by the NCSFA two months earlier.

July 24, 1922: The convention opened in Morehead 
City. Speaking in the morning session, Insurance 
Commissioner Stacey Wade recalled his time as a 
charter member and assistant chief of the Morehead 
City Fire Department. Chief Engineer of Southeastern 
Fire Underwriters, Allen Schoen, later spoke on the 
subject of explosions and fires.
August 6, 1923: The convention opened in Durham. 
General Julian S. Carr of Durham was the keynote 
speaker. Durham Fire Chief Frank Bennett invited 
members to attend a demonstration at the old high 
school in Chapel Hill, assisted by State Fire Marshal 
Sherwood Brockwell.
During his report, President James McNeill noted 
that the duties of their secretary had “increased nearly 
double” since the creation of the “fraternal fire insur-
ance feature.” He recommended that John Miller’s 
salary be increased to $250 annually and retroactive to 
January 1, 1922, when those duties began. The motion 
was approved.  
July 14, 1924: The convention opened in High Point. 
The tournament prizes totaled $1,600, and “sharp 
rivalry [was] aroused over these contests,” said a news 
story. The High Point Fire Department, “one of the 
consistent winners of other years,” did not participate. 
They were “barred from competition here” as they were 
the host city. 

The NCSFA has been a part of my career as firefighter, officer, 
and chief. The friendships that I have made through the Asso-
ciation have guided me throughout my career and will remain 
with me forever as a highlight in my life.

—Curt Deaton, Western Director 

The NCSFA is known to some as an association. For a lot of 
us including myself, we see it as a family who deeply cares 
about each other. That’s what makes the NCSFA the best 
association anyone could ever be a member of. 

From the beginning until present day, the mission has re-
mained unchanged: taking care of our firefighters. 

I am so proud that I have had the opportunity to be a mem-
ber of the NCSFA for over forty years and serving as your 
statistician for the last seven. As they did in the beginning, we 
will pass our torches to new groups with new ideas while still 
doing what we have always done and continue taking care of 
our members.

—Dennis Presley, Statistician

Biltmore Forest fire truck in 1920. (Courtesy Buncombe County 
Public Library)

Tarboro Fire Department in 1925. (Courtesy P. C. Cherry)
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July 13, 1925: The convention opened in Asheville. 
President Frank Bennett noted that the attendees 
included the former president of the National Fire-
men’s Association, the president of the Fire Marshal’s 
Association of America, and the vice president of the 
Insurance Commissioner’s Association of America.   
August 16, 1926: The convention opened in More-
head City. Fire Chief Tom Haney of Jacksonville was 
the keynote speaker. Later, a new American LaFrance 
Type 40 chemical hose car was presented as a donation 
to the NCSFA from Pat Herbert, southern manager 
of the company. A committee was appointed the year 
before to acquire a truck for tournament use, so depart-
ments wouldn’t need to bring their own.
August 22, 1927: The convention opened in Greens-
boro. Insurance Commissioner Stacey Wade was the 
keynote speaker. Among his remarks was a reminder 
to members that their local relief fund boards must 
function properly, with funds invested properly and the 
treasurer bonded, or monies would be withheld. 
August 6, 1928: The convention opened in New Bern. 
President of the National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA), Allen Schoen, was the keynote speaker. Sher-
wood Brockwell later talked about fire college pro-
grams in Illinois, Iowa, Massachusetts, and Ohio. He 
said the Association should be the first in the nation 
to “do for themselves what firemen in other states have 

left for the state or the insurance interests to propose.” 
His proposal of a firemen’s school was approved. 
Among the announcements was a request for members 
to go to the Atlantic firehouse and “record the name or 
names of the ladies that will enter the beauty contest.”
April 30, 1929: The first fire college and drill school 
opened in Asheville. The three-day program brought 
firemen from over 100 cities and towns in the state, 
with lecturers including chiefs from Philadelphia and 
New Orleans, along with leading members of the Na-
tional Board of Fire Underwriters.
July 15, 1929: The convention opened in Henderson-
ville. The annual memorial service was conducted at 
the Methodist Church, honoring 38 members who 
died during the past year. Secretary John Miller read 
the roll call and President Alonzo Duckett responded 
to each name with the word “dead.” 

1930s  

April 22, 1930: The second fire college and drill school 
opened in Wilmington.
August 18, 1930: The convention opened in Morehead 
City. Attorney John C. B. Ehringhaus of Elizabeth 
City was the keynote speaker. Registration was held 
at the fire station and business sessions were held at 

Since attending my first North Carolina State Firefighters' 
Association conference in the mid-1970s, I have found the 
information and friendships to be of lifelong value. I know 
without a doubt that those meetings have shaped and enabled 
me to be able to pass on very valuable knowledge to those 
unable to attend. The fire service leaders that I have met over 
the years at these gatherings have left me with lasting benefits 
to be able to serve others.

—Jay Howell, Treasurer

History is a unique topic. In it, we can be both young 
and old at the same age. We think we have seen a lot in 
our lifetime, but I was reminded how short that is when 
I helped clean out our storage building: fifty-cent dues, 
$5.00 for a bond for the relief funds, and a $70 invoice 
for performing the audit in 1939. Wow, how things have 
changed. And in the same box we found letters to fire 
chiefs showing that they dealt with the same problems that 
we have today!

—Dean Coward, Finance Director 

Cherryville Fire Department in 1926. (CFD)

Brevard Fire Department in 1928. (Courtesy Transylvania County 
Public Library)
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1925 to 1936

Rocky Mount apparatus at Station 2. (RMFD)

the graded school. Following a detailed report on the 
second fire college and drill school—attended by 196 
firemen from 48 cities and towns—members approved 
making it a permanent offering.
August 24, 1931: The convention opened in Statesville. 
North Carolina Attorney General Dennis G. Brum-
mitt was the keynote speaker. 
After the Credentials Committee was appointed, Sec-
retary John Miller reminded the membership that they 
must be present at the roll call to meet the requirement 
of attending as a delegate. Simply registering “down at 
the fire station” was insufficient. 
August 1, 1932: The convention opened in Hamlet. 
President Robert Whitley asked members to wire Press 
Harper of Kinston, an “old fireman who was ill and 
almost blind,” and “express their regrets at not being 
present [and] our hopes for his good health in the 
future.” 
June 16, 1933: Treasurer and Wilmington Fire Chief 
Charles Schnibben was killed in the line of duty in a 
car accident.
July 25, 1933: The convention opened in Salisbury. 
Major L. P. McLendon of Durham was the keynote 
speaker. 
Secretary John Miller reported that he had received 
their late treasurer’s “books, papers, etc.,” as well as all 

property of the Association, such as “stocks, bonds, or 
other investments,” from Chief Schnibben’s widow. 
Austin Horney was elected as the new treasurer. 
August 13, 1934: The convention opened in Charlotte. 
Queens-Chicora College President, Dr. W. H. Frazer, 
was the keynote speaker.  
The Firemen’s Glee Club performed “To the North 
Carolina Firemen” by Chief Will Long of Graham. 
This was followed by an “indictment” of Charlotte Fire 
Chief Hendrix Palmer, a humorous tribute from his 
department in the form of thirteen “charges.”
August 26, 1935: The convention opened in Wilming-
ton. Welcome addresses were given by Mayor Walter 
Blair, Chamber of Commerce Secretary Louis Moore, 
Colonel Walker Taylor of the Wilmington Board 
of Fire Underwriters, Wilmington Fire Chief John 
Zellers, and Senator Harriss Newman of Wilmington. 
August 10, 1936: The convention opened in Raleigh. 
Wilmington Mayor Walter Blair was the keynote 
speaker. 
Sherwood Brockwell gave an address on “Raleigh’s part 
in the history and development of the North Caroli-
na State Firemen’s Association.” He was followed by 
Charles Harris of Raleigh, who talked about his time 
as a volunteer fireman. 
Also at the convention, the state’s fire chiefs met and 
created the North Carolina Association of Fire Chiefs 

Neil Gaiman wrote, “It must be good... to have somewhere 
that you belong. Somewhere that is home.” I started work-
ing with the NCSFA in 2008 and cannot imagine another 
place that would feel more like home, with people that 
would feel more like family to me. 

Being able to do good work for the firefighters in North 
Carolina, and in a place that feels like home, means work 
never really feels like work. For that, I will always be 
grateful.

—Kris Wyatt, Marketing and Conference Director

When you find a job you love and great people to work with, 
you no longer have to work another day in your life. I am 
proud and truly blessed to be able to support our brothers and 
sisters in the North Carolina fire service and work with such 
great people at the NCSFA. It has been amazing to be part of 
the growth and progress that we've made to assist and protect 
our state's firefighters through legislation, training, and en-
hanced programs. I look forward to serving the Association 
and our members for years to come.

—Dan Berg, Project Specialist

Graham Fire Department in 1930. (GFD)
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(NCAFC). Hendrix Palmer of Charlotte was elected 
as their first President. 
December 1936: A state building code was adopted af-
ter years of work by the North Carolina Building Code 
Council, organized in July 1931. 
August 9, 1937: The convention opened in Greensboro. 
During his annual report, President Ernest Holland 
noted “with great pride” that the “drill masters and 
instructors” at this year’s fire college were all graduates 
of the school. 
As the convention closed, “Singing Fireman” Frank 
Bennett of Durham performed “When Irish Eyes Are 

Smiling,“ followed by President Jerome Flora’s short 
benediction. The convention was declared “adjourned 
sine die.”
August 8, 1938: The convention opened in New 
Bern. On the third day, a monument was unveiled for 
Edgar Elliott, the 27 year-old New Bern fireman who 
drowned while fighting a riverfront fire in 1931. 
During the tournament, which now consisted only of 
motor truck contests, Albemarle and Sanford tied for 
first place in both events, with identical times of ten 
seconds for fastest water, and eight seconds for fastest 
chemicals. 
April 3, 1939: Legislation created the State Volunteer 
Fire Department to provide protection for property 
outside the boundaries of municipalities, and provide 
for rendering assistance anywhere in the state for fires 
and disasters. The state fire marshal was designated as 
the state fire chief.
August 7, 1939: The convention opened in Carolina 
Beach. Under new business, Statistician Albert Brinson 
recounted the story of a feed store in Wilson that had 
a fire in the ceiling. They suffered nearly no damage 
to their stock, thanks to firemen using “tarpaulins” to 
cover the feed. 

“Count your age by friends, not years” said John Lennon, and 
this rings so true for me. Over the past couple of years, I have 
thought about retiring. It was a hard and emotional decision to 
make. I had been thinking about my age and getting closer to 
the last chapter of my life, and trying not to think about all of 
the relationships and life lessons that I have learned over the 
years. Being a part of the NCSFA family has been one of the 
most humbling and best experiences of my life. Every one of 
you will always fill a part of my heart. God bless you all.

—Sandie Houck, Admin. Assistant, 2008 to 2021

The time that I have spent serving as a board member has 
only deepened my love for the fire service. The NCSFA is 
made up of some of the finest men and women that I have 
ever met and serving them has been a true blessing. I have 
learned a great deal professionally as well as personally 
throughout this experience. I will always cherish the friend-
ships that I have made and hope that in some way that I 
made a positive difference. Though there is much yet to do 
to improve the institution of the North Carolina fire service, 
together we will continue to make it better.

—Scott Rogers, Past President, 2020

Pinehurst Fire Department in 1938. (Courtesy Tufts Archives, 
Given Memorial Library)

Sanford Fire Department, circa 1939. (SFD)
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1936 to 1944

Added President Jerome Flora, “I hope other towns 
can […] equip themselves with salvage covers.”

1940s  

August 26, 1940: The convention opened in Salis-
bury. Roscoe Foster of the Norfolk Navy Yard was the 
keynote speaker. Six new member departments were 
reported: Apex, Pembroke, Swannanoa, Whitakers, 
Wilkesboro, and Windsor. 
August 4, 1941: The convention opened in Ashe-
ville. Governor Clyde Hoey was the keynote speak-
er. During the afternoon business session, Dr. Ottis 
Marshal of the American Red Cross gave a talk on 
emergency first aid. 
As reported by Statistician Albert Brinson, the Associ-
ation had 186 departments, including 3,341 volunteer 
and 797 paid members. Non-municipal departments 
included Oteen Veterans Hospital in Asheville, Ca-
Vel textile plant in Roxboro, and the Spencer Railroad 
Shops. 
Brinson also noted that the state fire marshal, with 
help from the NCSFA and others, had compiled infor-
mation about every city and town in the state. Should 
a major emergency arise, the “card index system” would 
show the nearest apparatus, equipment, water supplies, 
and trained men within a radius of 25 to 50 miles of 
each municipality. 
December 1941: The United States entered World War 
II and the state fire service was impacted on several 
fronts, from civilian defense initiatives to restrictions 
on purchasing new apparatus. 
August 10, 1942: The convention opened in Greens-
boro. Lieutenant Governor R. L. Harris was the 
keynote speaker. 
Members passed a resolution requesting that the War 
Production Board and other organizations give consid-
eration to fire service needs for adequate maintenance 

of apparatus and equipment. Though a tournament was 
scheduled, there were no competing teams. 
August 1943: The convention was canceled due to war 
conditions. Member departments were polled and 97 
of 122 voted to cancel. An annual update was pub-
lished in the same format as conference proceedings, 
with reports from officers and other information. 
The annual fire college and drill school continued as 
scheduled and was held in May in Charlotte. Attend-
ing were 350 firemen representing 90 cities, towns, and 
industrial plants. Military personnel from around the 
state also participated to provide and receive instruc-
tion on “modern firefighting in war times and how to 
handle incendiary bombs.” 
September 12, 1944: The convention opened in Char-
lotte, though one month late due to a polio outbreak. 
Vice President Charles Burkett announced the post-
ponement on July 24, based on the advice of the state 
health officer. 
In his annual report of statewide fire deaths, Statisti-
cian Albert Brinson included airplane accidents and 
crashes for the first time. He reported 283 aircraft 
deaths in 1943. 
Also at the convention, members approved of dispos-
ing of the Association’s motor truck, idle in Greens-
boro for the past few years, since no tournaments had 
been conducted. 

I had no idea how significant and important the NCSFA is to 
our state’s firefighters until I was afforded the ability to be 
part of the board by the Piedmont North Carolina Firefight-
ers’ Association. I am forever grateful for that opportunity to 
work alongside some of the most committed individuals, all 
who embody servant leadership, benevolence, and compas-
sion. I was able to learn and grow, not only as a firefighter, 
but as a person; all of which I am forever grateful. 

This journey forged lifelong friendships and it was an honor 
to have been a very brief and simple part of the organiza-
tion’s continued success. The NCSFA has never been about 
the “who” or the individual; it is what we can collectively 
contribute together. At the end of your tour or tenure, always 
be proud. You certainly made a difference. Thank you!

—A. C. Rich, Past President, 2019

Hickory's 1948 Ford and 1936 American LaFrance pumpers.  
(Hose & Nozzle)
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August 1945: The convention was canceled due to war 
conditions. In the published annual update, President 
Frank Bennett noted that the gasoline shortage pre-
vented his visiting more departments during the past 
year, and he declined invitations to appear at group 
meetings. 
Statistician Albert Brinson added that more than 600 
associations were denied permissions to hold meetings, 
and through May 1, 1945, no “firematic” organizations 
received permission from the War Committee on 
Conventions. 
Also that year, the North Carolina Fire Insurance 
Rating Bureau was established and legislation was 
passed permitting counties to establish and maintain 
fire departments.
August 1946: Though the war ended in September 
1945, the convention was canceled due to the un-
availability of host cities. An annual update was again 
published. The Executive Board continued to meet, and 
the fire college continued to be held.
November 26, 1946: President and Durham Fire Chief 
Frank Bennett died after becoming ill at a fire on 
November 6. 
The following month, the Executive Board met in 

Salisbury. They elevated Vice President Jennings Fitz-
gerald to president, and appointed George Gardner as 
vice president.  
September 8, 1947: The convention opened in More-
head City. In his annual report, Statistician Albert 
Brinson noted 1,403 fires reported by 53 cities and 
towns, including 814 dwellings, 67 apartment houses, 
11 churches, nine schools, 22 hotels, three hospitals, 
two nurses’ homes, and a football stadium in Asheville. 
Also during the year, a state hotel law was enacted on 
April 5, 1947, created after the deadly Winecoff hotel 
fire in Atlanta, GA. On October 9, 1947, a statewide 
fire drill was conducted, part of the largest simultane-
ous fire drill in the United States, with over 800,000 
children and teachers participating. 
August 9, 1948: The convention opened in Fayetteville. 
The tournament also returned with a pair of motor 
apparatus contests. The success of the NCSFA’s new 
program for truck routes was touted. It helped prevent 
fatal and fiery accidents, notably involving fuel tankers, 
by redirecting truck traffic from business districts. The 
program succeeded with the cooperation of municipal 
officials. 
Members also approved a suggestion of including the 
reports of each Association officer in the printed pro-
ceedings, so they didn't have to be read out loud and 
take time away from more useful information. 

I give thanks every day to my heavenly father for the oppor-
tunities that he has granted me. One of those opportunities 
placed me in the North Carolina fire service and membership 
in the North Carolina State Firefighters’ Association. 

Being a member of this great association means everything 
to me, it has been a part of my life for so long. Having had 
the honor to serve on the Executive Board opened my eyes 
further to see just how special the NCSFA is. 

Serving the membership of this association is something that 
will always be a part of my life and the NCSFA will always 
have a piece of my heart.

—Anthony Penland, Past President, 2018

Jacksonville Fire Department. (JFD)

Ca-Vel Fire Department in Roxboro. (Courtesy Mike Warren)
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1945 to 1954

April 21, 1949: Legislation amended the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act to provide for firemen who suffer 
death or disability resulting from heart disease. It was 
later ruled unconstitutional by the state supreme court 
in July 1951. 
August 15, 1949: The convention opened in Carolina 
Beach. Attorney John C. B. Ehringhaus Jr. of Raleigh 
was the keynote speaker. He discussed the recent 
legislation for heart disease and firemen. Motor truck 
contests were again held, for the final time.
December 13, 1949: A statewide meeting about rural 
fire protection needs was held with 100 municipal fire 
chiefs. The governor established a statewide committee 
to address the issue. 

1950s  

May 1950: The fire college chose a series of textbooks 
from Oklahoma A&M College to add to their curric-
ulum, and arranged for member departments to receive 
them at their expense. The “red books” became a staple 
of the state fire service.
September 5, 1950: The convention opened in Hen-
dersonville. Brevard College Professor Ralph Connally 
was the keynote speaker. During the convention, the 
code word “red car” was established for fire chiefs re-
questing assistance from other cities and towns.  

April 11, 1951: Legislation empowered rural residents, 
with popular vote, to organize rural fire districts with 
taxes levied on property owners. 
August 20, 1951: The convention opened in Caroli-
na Beach. Speakers during the second day’s opening 
business session were Insurance Commissioner Waldo 
Cheek, State Fire Marshal Sherwood Brockwell, and 
Congressman William Umstead. 
August 4, 1952: The convention opened in Greensboro. 
After the first day’s business session, a 4:00 p.m. parade 
was held along Elm Street with 26 pieces of fire equip-
ment, two bands, and numerous local officials. 
August 17, 1953: The convention opened in Carolina 
Beach. The three-day event was attended by 821 dele-
gates from 264 departments, and more than 800 wives 
and children. 
Also that year, the fire college was expanded with a 
separate pump school in the fall.  
August 16, 1954: The convention opened in Durham. 
Treasurer Ed Johnson noted the absence of Secretary 
John Miller, who resigned last year after 46 years of 

I was blessed to become a member of the Association at a 
young age, yet I did not really appreciate what it meant to 
be a member until later in my career. When I began attend-
ing NCSFA meetings and conferences in the early 1990s, it 
began making an impact on my career like nothing ever had 
before. I developed lifelong friendships that continue to be 
a big part of my life today. So many firefighters that I met 
at these events became friends, and then eventually these 
friends became family. 

I was blessed to serve on the board of directors, which quick-
ly became the highlight of my professional career. Serving 
the firefighters of this great state as a board member made 
me appreciate my career in a way that words  can’t express. 
This association means the world to me and I will be forever 
grateful for the opportunities it afforded me and my family.

—Barry Overman, Past President, 2017

Forsyth County Fire Department, circa 1951. (Courtesy FCFHS)

Hamlet ladder truck in 1955. (Hose & Nozzle)



20

Timeline

service. He asked that a telegram and a dozen roses be 
sent to Miller’s home. 
Members adopted new by-laws that changed the sec-
retary from an elected to an appointed position chosen 
by the Executive Board, with a maximum annual salary 
of $6,000. 
April 1, 1955: Curtis Flanagan was appointed new 
secretary. He lived in Farmville, which became the 
longtime location for the NCSFA business office.
August 15, 1955: The convention opened in New Bern. 
A portrait of longtime state fire marshal Sherwood 
Brockwell—who died in 1953—was presented to the 
Association for placement in the insurance commis-
sioner's office.  
The President recommended a doubling of annual 
dues, currently 50 cents for firemen and one dollar for 
chiefs. The convention was cut short, however, by the 
arrival of Hurricane Diana, which brought “an abrupt 
and premature adjournment.” 
November 1955: The Fire and Rescue Training Di-
vision of the Department of Insurance was created. 
Burlington Fire Captain Sherman Pickard was hired 
to lead a program to train volunteer fire departments 
throughout the state. 
August 20, 1956: The convention opened in Raleigh. 

Governor Luther Hodges was the keynote speaker. 
That night, a barbecue was held for all members and 
their wives at the State College student building. It 
was followed by a dance at the Sir Walter Hotel, where 
the convention was being held. 
Also that year, the state's new fire training program 
conducted local classes for 903 firefighters from 81 de-
partments. There were approximately 300 fire depart-
ments in North Carolina.
January 10, 1957: Rev. Herbert Garmon of Ruther-
fordton was appointed as the NCSFA's first chaplain 
at a meeting of the Executive Board.
June 12, 1957: Legislation was passed to create the 
North Carolina Firemen’s Pension Fund. The fol-
lowing year, the first lawsuits were filed by insurance 
companies and their affiliates, to have the funding 
method—taxes on insurance premiums—declared 
unconstitutional.
August 13, 1957: The convention opened in Carolina 
Beach. Insurance Commissioner Charles Gold was the 
keynote speaker. Later, the first Fireman of the Year 
award was presented by the North Carolina Asso-
ciation of Mutual Insurance Agents. Chief Donald 
Charles of Charlotte was the first recipient. Also that 
year, the fire college was extended from four to five 
days.

During my 32 years of service in the fire industry, one of the 
greatest ventures of my career was serving with great leaders 
on the board of the NCSFA. The seven years of working 
for the 50,000-plus firefighters and their families was the 
highlight of my career. Having the opportunity to work with 
the great leaders of the fire service, and to learn so much from 
them, has given me so much to be proud of. 

During my term on the board, I was able to travel across 
the United States and meet so many leaders within the fire 
service. As president, I had the opportunity to open the Inter-
national Association of Fire Chiefs conference in Charlotte in 

2016. That was an awesome moment for me to stand by and 
work with great fire chiefs from all over the world. 

Serving on the Piedmont firefighters' association board for 
14 years, and the state association board for seven years, has 
only reinforced my knowledge of how great the fire service 
is in North Carolina. 

Take a chance, get involved, make the fire service better.

—Brian Cox, Past President, 2016

Carrboro Fire Department in 1954. (CFD)

Cherokee's 1956 Ford/American LaFrance pumper. (Wayne Greer 
Photo/Jay Thomson Collection)
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1955 to 1961

March 17, 1958: Rocky Mount Fire Captain Elwood 
Inscoe was hired by the Department of Insurance to 
help Sherman Pickard deliver the state fire training 
program.   
July 29, 1958: The convention opened in Lumberton. 
Walter Jones of the General Assembly and creator of 
The Police Voluntary Retirement Act/Pension Fund 
was the keynote speaker. Revised by-laws were ratified, 
concluding a two-year project. 
For the first time, the printed proceedings included 
minutes of the fire chief 's annual meeting, which was 
held before the firemen's convention.
June 4, 1959: Legislation was passed that prohibited 
government employees in North Carolina from join-
ing labor unions. Local chapters of the International 

Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF) subsequently 
ceased operations. The law was overturned in federal 
court in 1968.
August 10, 1959: The convention was held in Durham. 
Insurance Commissioner Charles Gold returned as the 
keynote speaker.  An announcement was later read: the 
Winter Park Fire Department of New Hanover Coun-
ty asks if anyone has a fire truck for sale. 

1960s  

August 15, 1960: The convention was held in Caro-
lina Beach. Governor Terry Sanford was the keynote 
speaker. The event program listed the sponsors South-
ern Oxygen Company, Seagrave-Eureka Hose, Ameri-
can LaFrance, and Gamewell.
During the co-located chief ’s convention, Chief Calvin 
Wyrick of Greensboro suggested that both associations 
use "conference" instead of "convention" to describe 
their annual event. The NCSFA adopted by-laws with 
the wording change in 1964. 
August 7, 1961: The convention was held in Golds-
boro. Lumberton City Manager A. B. Sansbury was 
the keynote speaker. There were now 46 rated rural 
departments in the state. 
During the year, the business office was expanded 
with a second full-time employee, Gail Joyner, hired as 

Since the infancy of the NCSFA, our members have grown to 
revere a set of common values, establish harmony of action, 
ensure prosperity, and promote the best interests of North 
Carolina’s firefighters.

Throughout my fire service career, I have embraced these 
same goals and dedicated countless hours to make the state’s 
fire service better. 

Being a past president of the North Carolina State Firefight-
ers' Association is an honor and serving on the board of 
directors is a highlight of my career. 

I will always cherish the many lifelong relationships fostered 
as a member of the Association and while serving with the 
NCSFA.

—Kevin Gordon, Past President, 2015

 

Cary Fire Department in 1956. (CFD)

Chinquapin's first fire engine in 1958. (Courtesy Joe Williams)
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administrative assistant to the secretary. 
Also in 1961, Hose & Nozzle magazine was adopted as 
the official publication of the NCSFA with the May 
issue. Complimentary copies were sent to each mem-
ber until May 1962, when distribution was reduced due 
to budget constraints.    
August 10, 1962: The Firemen’s Pension Fund began 
operating after five years of legal challenges. The first 
checks were mailed that month. 
August 20, 1962: The convention opened in Asheville. 
Consulting Engineer of the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters, Chief Henry Thomas, was the keynote 
speaker. He spoke on “Vital Problems Facing the Fire 
Service.” 
March 1963: The first North Carolina Staff and 
Command School was held in Winston-Salem and 
co-sponsored by the Department of Insurance and the 
Winston-Salem Fire Department.
August 19, 1963: The convention opened in Win-
ston-Salem. Math and physics college professor Ivan 
Balentine was the keynote speaker. The first day’s 
business meeting was followed by a “fellowship dinner 
and square dance.” 

August 17, 1964: The convention opened in Morehead 
City. Judge Luther Hamilton was the keynote speaker. 
Over 2,000 firemen and family members represented 
over 400 departments. 
During the convention, the North Carolina Associa-
tion of Insurance Agents presented $750 to Kenans-
ville and $250 to Mount Olive, as first and second 
place departments in an “efficiency contest” for volun-
teer departments of the state. 
Also that year, the NCSFA Ladies Auxiliary was 
organized to represent local auxiliaries from across the 
state.
May 19, 1965: Legislation removed the requirement 
that departments send delegates to the convention to 
be eligible for relief fund money. 
Other legislation passed that month included laws that 
restricted blue lights for police vehicles only, allowed 
counties to adopt fire prevention codes, and relaxed re-
quirements for enlarging rural fire protection districts. 
August 9, 1965: The conference was held in Charlotte. 
Vice President of Capitol Broadcasting Company, Jesse 
Helms, was the keynote speaker. 
During the opening session, Virginia fire inspector 
Robert E. Carter talked about trends in arson. Racial 
tensions and business failure were the two main causes 
of intentionally set fires, he said. During 1964, he add-
ed, almost three-percent of all fires in the nation were 
intentionally set.

When I began my fire service career in 1989 in rural Ala-
mance County, I never envisioned that I would one day serve 
the state fire service as the North Carolina State Firefighters' 
Association President. It was the highlight of my career! 

The people I served with were the best of the best. They 
became more than friends over the years as they became part 
of my family. We spent so much time together that we created 
lifelong bonds that I will cherish forever. 

The staff of the NCSFA were also the best of the best. I had 
the honor and privilege to serve with three North Carolina 
fire service icons in Paul Miller, Tim Bradley, and Ed Brin-
son. These are undoubtedly some of the smartest fire service 
guys that I’ve ever been around. I will never forget my time 
on the board and all that we accomplished for the firefighters 
of our state. 

I am honored to still be connected to our association as a past 
president and I will always treasure the bond with those I 
served with. My motto for my presidency was "Believe-En-
courage-Serve" and that is exactly what our board and staff 

Darlington Fire Department in 1961. (DFD)

Dare Beaches Sanitary District Fire Department. (Courtesy Engine 
20 on Facebook)
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1961 to 1972

August 1, 1966: The conference opened in Carolina 
Beach. Dr. Frank Fall, Pastor and Professor of Philoso-
phy at Wilmington College, was the keynote speaker. 
A committee studying the fire college gave a report 
on whether the school should be jointly sponsored by 
the community college system, to reduce the financial 
burden on the NCSFA. 
They recommended that the NCSFA continue to 
operate the school with help from the Department of 
Insurance, and invite the community college system to 
participate. They also recommended offering “area-type 
schools” and higher-level training programs, such as a 
staff and command school.   
During the co-located chief ’s convention, Chief Calvin 
Wyrick of Greensboro suggested both organizations 
change their names from “firemen” to “firefighter."  
August 14, 1967: The conference opened in Asheville. 
State Director of Fire and Rescue Training, Elwood 
Inscoe, was the keynote speaker. The Executive Board 
was later asked to make “extensive study” of moving 
the secretary’s office to Raleigh, to be closer to state 
offices and to allow more members to visit.
Also that year, the NCSFA established a college loan 
fund for children of members, and created a Standards 
Committee to assist with personnel promotions, equip-
ment purchases, and apparatus specifications.
August 12, 1968: The conference opened in Raleigh. 
Field Consultant for the North Carolina League of 

Municipalities, Sherman Pickard, was the keynote 
speaker. Other speakers included Arthur Spiegelman, 
an engineer from the American Insurance Association, 
on “Autopsy of an Explosion.”
August 11, 1969: The conference was held in Win-
ston-Salem. Kenansville Fire Chief Rev. Lauren 
Sharpe was the keynote speaker. A proposal was later 
discussed to reorganize the Association, hire an execu-
tive director, and move the office to Raleigh.

1970s  

August 10, 1970: The conference opened in Carolina 
Beach. Senator Hector McGeachy was the keynote 
speaker. Members later learned that a fire service 
representative had been added to the North Carolina 
Building Code Council, and a new state law, effective 
July 1, 1970, required minimum construction standards 
for all modular homes. 
August 9, 1971: The conference opened in Durham. 
Senator Henry Milgrom was the keynote speaker. The 
annual report of the fire college, held in Charlotte in 
May, noted the four-day event was attended by 282 
people: 207 students, 30 staff, four Association officers, 
ten representatives of other agencies, and 31 guests. 
August 14, 1972: The conference was held in Ashe-
ville. Lieutenant Governor Jim Hunt was the keynote 

did each and every day. We believed in our mission, we 
encouraged each other to be the best, and we served our fire-
fighters with a passion that was second to none.

—Tommy Cole, Past President, 2013

What a great experience. My years serving the board of the 
North Carolina State Firefighters' Association was the best 
time of my career. I was blessed to be the statistician for nine 
years before moving through the chairs to president, which 
totaled 16 years on our board. 

Wow, I met so many great fire service people across our state. 
The board navigated through many issues, challenges, and 
changes during this time. The commitment and quality of the 
people serving our association is extraordinary. The NCSFA 
is a great organization with wonderful people.

—Phil Welch, Past President, 2012

Moore's Chapel Fire Department. 

Burlington's new utility unit, 1968. (Hose & Nozzle)
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Timeline

speaker. Later, Secretary Horace Moore talked about 
a planned burn center in Chapel Hill and its idea by 
Goldsboro utility contractor Johnnie Stackhouse. 
“I am amazed that somebody outside the fire service 
had to make us aware of the fact we need a burn center 
in North Carolina,” said Moore. After Mr. Stackhouse 
continued the story, members approved a motion to 
raise money for the project at their departments.
Also at the conference, Fireman of the Year was award-
ed for the first time by the NCSFA instead of the 
insurance underwriters group. The first honoree was 
Salisbury firefighter Joseph Jenkins, killed in the line of 
duty on August 3, 1972.
January 17, 1973: Fire and Rescue Services was estab-
lished as a division in the Department of Insurance. 
Elwood Inscoe was named to lead the division and 
appointed deputy commissioner. 
In April, legislation was passed to establish a compre-
hensive EMS program in the state. Over the next de-
cade, fire departments added first responder and EMT 
programs. In May, legislation increased the death 
benefits for fire and rescue personnel from $5,000 to 
$25,000. 
August 13, 1973: The conference opened in Raleigh. 
Asheboro Chief John McGlohon was the keynote 
speaker. Raleigh Chief Jack Keeter later mentioned a 

local fundraiser to buy a fire truck for the new state 
zoo. The NCSFA and NCAFC later endorsed the 
project. The truck was donated in 1977, with money 
raised by the North Carolina Firemen’s Zoological 
Committee.  
June 10, 1974: The fire college opened in Shelby and 
had been reduced from five to four days, but without 
reducing hours of instruction. 
July 29, 1974: The conference was held in Wilmington. 
Congressman Walter Jones was the keynote speaker. 
During the conference, Rev. Lauren Sharpe was ap-
pointed as the new chaplain. President Robert Harrell 
announced room rates for next year in New Bern: $13 
for singles, $22 for doubles.  
July 28, 1975: The conference opened in New Bern. 
Deputy Insurance Commissioner Elwood Inscoe was 
the keynote speaker. A scholarship was later an-
nounced in the memory of the late Chaplain Herbert 
Garmon. It was the first scholarship created by the 
NCSFA.
January 1976: The President’s Cup was retired, with 
no space for engraving new names. It was donated at 
the 1939 conference in Fayetteville by Senator George 
McNeill in memory of his father, Past President and 
NCSFA founder James McNeill.
August 2, 1976: The conference opened in 

Serving on the NCSFA board was a very special time for me 
both professionally and personally. Being involved with the 
NCSFA, as well as my regional association—the Piedmont 
North Carolina Firefighters' Association—afforded me oppor-
tunities to learn and be a part of the fire service at a level that 
I never imagined. 

I have been blessed to have met and worked with a lot of 
great people, especially while serving with the NCSFA. I 
truly treasure the relationships made and miss those that 
have since gone on to be with our Lord. I will always have 
a special place in my heart for the NCSFA and the dedicated 

staff and board members (past, present, and future) who pas-
sionately work to bring the fire service together to help every 
firefighter in North Carolina.

—Scott Alderman, Past President, 2010

I had a super board to work with. They were very proactive 
for the firefighters of North Carolina. And moving the state 
office from Farmville to Raleigh was an important step that 
put us closer to those who make the decisions. 

—Reggie Hassler, Past President, 2006 

Warrenton Rural’s 1973 Ford/Bean pumper. (Lee Wilson photo)

Asheboro's 1966 Ward LaFrance Hi-Ranger aerial platform in later 
years. (Lee Wilson photo)
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1973 to 1980

Wilmington. Attorney Chub Seawell was the key-
note speaker. Members approved an Executive Board 
recommendation to guarantee the higher education of 
every child of any member killed in the line of duty. 
September 29, 1976: The national Public Safety Officer 
Death Benefit Act became law and provided a $50,000 
death benefit to survivors of firefighters who die in the 
line of duty from a traumatic injury. One of the first 
recipients was a widow from Clinton whose husband 
died on duty on December 1, 1976.  
January 14, 1977. The NCSFA gave a check to the 
Jaycee Burn Center for $50,000, fulfilling a fundraising 
pledge made years earlier.
July 1, 1977: Legislation was passed that created the 
North Carolina State Fire Commission, a joint council 
of fire service organizations in the state. It followed 
the publication of a federal model of a “state fire safety 
system” that endorsed a commission as the single entity 
responsible for “coordination and balance within the 
overall state fire prevention and control program.” 
August 1, 1977: The conference was held in Win-
ston-Salem. Assistant Chancellor of East Carolina 
University, Charles Blake, was the keynote speaker. 
President James Parham reported that membership 
grew 24 percent during the year. Members also ap-
proved creating a second scholarship for a community 
or technical college.

Also that year, the national Open Learning Fire Ser-
vice Program was developed to help firefighters obtain 
higher education. Greensboro Captain Larry Cockman 
was the first in the state to graduate through the pro-
gram, with a four-year degree in Fire Administration 
and Fire Science in 1986.
July 31, 1978: The conference opened in Boone. Dr. 
Steve Martin, from the Universal Theological Semi-
nary in Richmond, was the keynote speaker. 
It was later reported that nine counties had “mobile 
water units” recognized by the insurance industry, with 
departments achieving a 9AA rating by using two 
engines and two tankers to maintain a consistent flow 
of water. 
The following year, Nahunta in Wayne County became 
the first rural department in the state and nation to 
receive a municipal rating by using a tanker system.  
July 30, 1979: The conference opened in Asheville. 
President of the International City Management Asso-
ciation, Dave Burkhalter, was the keynote speaker. The 
NCSFA had 23,167 members from 600 departments. 

1980s  

January 1, 1980: Horace Moore succeeded Curtis 
Flanagan as secretary. The Association still had just two 
full-time employees. 

Having served as a board member and past president was a 
privilege and an honor. Traveling the state to attend meetings, 
conferences, and training brought many long lasting friend-
ships that endure to this day. For over a century the NCSFA 
has been recognized as a forerunner in leading the state and 
the nation as a beacon of leadership for promoting the health 
and welfare of the state's firefighters. It has and continues to 
procure the best of benefits for firefighters within the state and 
sets the standards for others to follow. It was truly a highlight 
of my career and an honor.

—Wesley Greene, Past President, 2009

Building a relationship is rare. During my tenure with the 
North Carolina State Firefighters' Association, I made the 
commitment to build relationships wholeheartedly. 

Building lasting relationships are not a short-term investment, 
they last forever. And they make the North Carolina fire 
service stronger.

—Wesley Hutchins, Past President, 2007

Salisbury’s Ford/Jaco pumpers. (Paul Brown Collection)

Greenville's Gardner Fire Station, circa 1976. (Brian Oliver 
Collection)
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August 4, 1980: The conference opened in Wilming-
ton. Dr. Thomas Griggs from North Carolina Memo-
rial Hospital was the keynote speaker. He talked about 
heart health in the fire service. 
Members discussed a recommendation made last year 
to optimize the conference schedule. Committees from 
both associations were appointed and recommended 
using weekends so more volunteers could attend and 
giving both groups more time by combining functions 
such as the opening ceremony to reduce duplication. 
August 6, 1981: The conference opened in Boone. 
Chairman of the Governor’s Crime Commission, Sec-
retary Burley Mitchell, was the keynote speaker. 
Legislative updates included a new law allowing 
firefighters with a Class C license to drive apparatus of 
any weight, and another allowing rural departments to 
provide EMS, rescue, and ambulance services, and levy 
taxes for that purpose.   
July 22, 1982: The conference opened in Greensboro. 
Director of the Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute, 
John Hoglund, was the keynote speaker. Mem-
bers approved increasing the educational fund from 
two scholarships to twelve. Three membership re-
gions-western, central, and eastern-were created for 
administration of the scholarships.  
July 28, 1983: The conference opened in Wilmington. 
Executive Director of the Governor’s office on Citizens 
Affairs, Dr. Charles Petty, was the keynote speaker. 

Other speakers included Chief Lloyd Wolf of Wilm-
ington, who talked about their deadly Solomon Towers 
fire. 
Executive Secretary Horace Moore noted there were 
1,300 rated departments in the state, with 345 munic-
ipal and 945 rural. Of those, some 700 had not “re-
turned their rosters,” a requirement for death benefits. 
August 2, 1984: The conference opened in Winston- 
Salem. President and CEO of R. J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Company, Jerry Long, was the keynote speaker. The 
constitution was later amended to define what consti-
tutes a member fire department. By state law, they were 
required to be a rated and inspected department. 
August 1, 1985: The conference opened in Pinehurst. 
Lieutenant Governor Robert Jordan was the keynote 
speaker. Treasurer Bobby Joyner also spoke about the 
tornado that struck Pitt County last year.
The constitution was later amended so the offices of 
president, first vice president, and second vice presi-
dent were filled, one each, from the three membership 
districts. Officers now rotated each year, so each district 
was represented by a president or vice president.
July 31, 1986: The conference opened in Charlotte. 
Community leader for the blind and handicapped, 
Nancy Hope Willis, was the keynote speaker. 
Members later learned that the administration of the 

Wes Green was the piedmont region representative on the 
NCSFA board, and when he took the chief’s job in Moores-
ville, he had to resign because the department was in the 
western region. I was asked to complete his term and initially 
turned it down, but thankfully Steve Sloan came by my office 
and asked me again to serve. 

Serving as a board member of the Association was one of the 
best decisions that I made in my fire service career. Being on 
the board was truly an honor and a privilege. I was blessed 
to work with a wonderful group of people whose main goal 
was to make the fire service better in North Carolina. I cannot 

honestly say that I have personally done anything to make the 
board or the fire service any better, but I do feel that serving 
on the board made me a better fire chief and better person. 

Being a part of the board and the NCSFA allowed me to make 
friendships that will truly last a lifetime. I must also thank all 
the people from my home department Pinecroft-Sedgefield, 
that allowed me to serve on this board.

—Vernon Ward, Past President, 2004

 

Skyland Fire Department. (SFD)

Raleigh fire companies in 1985. (Courtesy Raleigh Fire Museum)
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1980 to 1990

Firemen’s Relief Fund was now "totally self-support-
ing," with new computer hardware, software, and ad-
ministrative funds through a grant from the NCSFA. 
Also that year, the number of scholarships was in-
creased from 12 to 16.   
July 1, 1987: The first state certification for firefighters 
took effect. The voluntary program was created af-
ter years of work by the state fire commission. In the 
coming years, others were developed, including Fire/
Arson Investigator, Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator, 
and Rescue Technician.
August 6, 1987: The one-hundredth annual conference 
opened in Greenville. Pitt/Greenville Chamber of 
Commerce Vice President Ed Walker was the keynote 
speaker. Members met Chaplain Ned Sauls, appointed 
after recommendation from a search committee. 
During a business session, vendors were invited to 
stand up and introduce themselves. They included 
David Lee from Kinston, Ed Fineran from Durham, 
Darryl Newton from Swepsonville, Tommy McNuff 
from Asheville, Jim Edwards from Rocky Mount, and 
“old man” Jack Slagle from South Boston, VA.
Notable legislation that year permitted fire and rescue 
personnel to direct traffic at emergency scenes. An-
other act created the North Carolina Rescue Squad 
Workers’ Relief Fund. 

August 11, 1988: The conference opened in Asheville. 
Former Chairman of the National Fire Prevention 
Control Commission, Dr. Richard Bland, was the key-
note speaker. During the event, members approved by-
law changes that made the treasurer appointed instead 
of elected, to ensure continuity in the position.
July 1, 1989: Jerry Grimes was hired in the new posi-
tion of assistant executive secretary. 
August 3, 1989: The conference opened in Fayetteville. 
Pastor Dr. Albert Edwards was the keynote speaker. 
Members later approved the first increase of dues in 23 
years. Dues of $3.00 per firefighter and $3.50 per fire 
chief were raised by one dollar. 
Also that year, federal legislation was enacted that 
required emergency responders to be trained for 
handling hazardous materials incidents. There were no 
previous occupational safety regulations on haz-mat 
training or operations. 
Also during 1989, the North Carolina Fire Com-
mission was renamed and reorganized as the North 
Carolina Fire and Rescue Commission.

1990s  

July 12, 1990: The Executive Board approved expand-
ing their office in Farmville into the other half of their 
rented building. 

The North Carolina State Firefighters' Association is one of 
the major organizations that allowed me to grow and expand 
my horizons. I was on the board for a lot of years before 
becoming president. 

This organization truly tries to represent every firefighter in 
North Carolina, volunteer, paid, or part-time. I still stay active 
with the Association and support their projects and endeav-
ors, such as contacting my local legislators.

I’ve met a lot of very fine people in this association and still 
communicate with some, even though we haven’t seen each 
other in years. 

I’ve seen us grow from a two-person organization in a 1,000 
square-foot space into what we are today. During this growth, 
the benefits and advocacy have increased exponentially. 
Every North Carolina firefighter should be very proud to be a 
member of this organization.

—Robert Griffin, Past President, 2003

Yadkin Road Fire Department. (Jeff Harkey photo)

Winston-Salem fire apparatus, circa 1991. (Lee Wilson photo)
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August 2, 1990: The conference opened in Win-
ston-Salem. Dr. Charles B. Petty was the keynote 
speaker. Members met Paul Miller, recently hired as 
new assistant executive secretary. The exhibit hall had 
51 vendors and over 30 pieces of apparatus.
January 1, 1991. Paul Miller succeeded Horace Moore 
as executive secretary, who retired December 31 after 
11 years of service. 
July 1, 1991: The state fire prevention code became 
effective after adoption in December by the North 
Carolina Building Code Council.
August 1, 1991: The conference opened in Wilming-
ton. Attorney General Lacy Thornburg was the key-
note speaker. 
Later, Asheville District Chief Chris Morgan talked 
about the NCSFA's new computer bulletin-board ser-
vice that “comes on line at 5:00 o’clock in the afternoon 
and on the weekends.” It was installed that summer 
along with a FAX machine and a new toll-free number 
to both.  
July 30, 1992: The conference opened in Durham. Olin 
Green from the United States Fire Administration 
was the keynote speaker. A proposed name change of 
North Carolina State Firefighters' Association was 
later voted upon, but did not pass. 
August 12, 1993: The conference opened in New Bern. 
Assistant Secretary for the Department of Crime 

Control and Public Safety, William Dudley, was the 
keynote speaker. 
Among the later discussion topics was adding a small 
fee to the fire college, which had always been free for 
members. 
August 4, 1994: The conference was held in Hickory. 
Insurance industry official Art Glatfelter was the key-
note speaker. The Association had over 40,000 mem-
bers from over 1,100 departments. 
The venue’s smaller size required some vendor appa-
ratus to be displayed outdoors. This and other issues 
prompted a study to evaluate future events. Members 
of both associations were surveyed and changes were 
made in 1996, including moving the conference to 
cities with larger-capacity facilities.
Also that year, state OSHA regulations began applying 
to fire departments.
August 3, 1995: The conference opened in Fayette-
ville. Stephen Foley, from the NFPA, was the keynote 
speaker. He gave a presentation on the Oklahoma City 
bombing. Another speaker spoke about the Green 
Ramp disaster at Pope Air Force Base.  
August 8, 1996: The conference opened in Greensboro. 
Retired Oregon Chief Jack Snook was the keynote 
speaker. Members met new Chaplain Brian King, 
appointed in May by the Executive Board.  

As a past president of the great North Carolina State Fire-
fighters' Association, I am elated that this history project is 
underway. I am especially thankful to the board for creating 
the group to develop the project and for their leadership. The 
NCSFA has a storied and colorful history that needs to be 
preserved. Serving this great association was the highlight 
of my 43-year fire service career. I look forward to the final 
product with much anticipation. Thanks to all involved and 
may God bless the NCSFA.

—Jeff Cash, Past President, 2000

My time on NCSFA was great! I met a lot of people by 
traveling to all of the regional meetings and at the annual 
conference. The board was like family to me. My two sons 
still think of these men as “uncles” and my relationship with 
them remains close. I made many friends for life during this 
time and it was the highlight of my career. It was an honor to 
serve all of the firefighters of North Carolina.

—Ken Dilday, Past President, 1999

Morganton fire apparatus in 1993. (Lee Wilson photo)

Charlotte airport apparatus circa 1994. (CFD)
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1990 to 2000

Changes to the conference format included the addi-
tion of preregistration and moving all business sessions 
to the first day, so visitors could spend the second and 
third day with vendors.
August 7, 1997: The conference opened in Asheville. 
Secretary of the Department of Crime Control and 
Public Safety, Richard Moore, was the keynote speaker. 
The event had 1,125 registrants with 86 vendor booths 
and 33 trucks on display.
Also that year, the first annual North Carolina Fire 
Rescue Instructors Conference was held in Asheville.
January 1, 1998: The NCSFA's first retirement plan 
started, a 401(k) program for non-governmental fire 
departments with full- or part-time firefighters.  
April 1, 1998: The Office of State Fire Marshal was 
formally established to bring more focus and visibility 
to the programs related to fire prevention and fire safe-
ty. Deputy Commissioner of Insurance Tim Bradley 
was appointed to lead and promoted to Senior Deputy 
Commissioner.
May 26, 1998: The NCSFA hosted the first Legislative 
Appreciation Day in Raleigh.  
August 13, 1998: The conference opened in Win-
ston-Salem. North Carolina Community College 
President Mark Lancaster was the keynote speaker. 
Executive Secretary Paul Miller later reported that the 
NCSFA had produced their first video, for recruitment 

and retention, and funded by a grant from the National 
Volunteer Fire Council. 
The fire college reported that 261 students attended in 
June in Asheville, and 55 diplomas were issued for the 
advanced degree program, that was created in 1995.  
August 11, 1999: The conference opened in Hickory 
and without a keynote speaker. Members later voted 
on a name change for the second time in two years. 
The North Carolina State Fire Service Association was 
proposed, but a two-thirds majority wasn't met.  
Also that year, the first NCSFA web site was created. 
And in June, the Executive Board approved holding 
future conferences at the same site for two consecutive 
years, and not repeating a location until two years had 
passed.

2000s  

August 24, 2000: The conference opened in Greens-
boro. Phoenix Fire Chief Alan Brunacini was the 
keynote speaker. Members met administrative assistant 
Melissa Dixon, hired earlier in the year to help with 
communications.
Announced was a new line-of-duty accident and sick-
ness program developed by the NCSFA and Coastal 
Benefits. 

From the very first Association meeting, the great firefight-
ers of this state have come together with visions, questions, 
and concerns. Together from the west to the east, we made 
progress: solutions and answers have been resolved, laws 
have been written, and problems have been solved. As a past 
president, it was a great honor to work with the North Caro-
lina State Firefighters' Association and its great membership. 
I formed many forever friendships across this great state. 
Remember, unity is reality!

—L. Mark McCurry, Past President, 1997

My journey through the chairs of our executive board was a 
challenging time, a learning process, and a time of sharing 
and blending the thoughts of a younger generation with the 
knowledge from the older generations on the board. 

I was appointed as a director on the board by President Bill 
Wells, Chief of Rutherfordton, at the 1985 annual conference 
in Pinehurst. During the six years that followed, much was 
shared with me and many trips were made with our executive 
director, Mr. Horace Moore. 

Parkwood ambulances in 1995. (Sherman Gillespie photo)

Hickory Station 5 in 2000. (David Raynor photo)
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Members also approved changing the title of executive 
secretary to executive director, to better align with pri-
vate industry and other professional organizations. 
An honor guard exhibition was conducted at the 
shopping mall next door. Visiting firefighters, their 
families, and several hundred shoppers were treated to 
a demonstration of posted colors and other ceremonial 
actions.
September 20, 2000: The first annual Gateway Confer-
ence opened in Greensboro, a leadership forum with 
members from 19 state fire service organizations. The 
three-day event concluded with the publication of the 
first Gateway Report, that identified the most signifi-
cant issues facing the state's fire service.
Also that year, the NCSFA collected about $170,000 
for some 90 firefighters impacted by Hurricane Floyd, 
and legislation was passed that allowed non-munici-
pal firefighters to join the Local Government Federal 
Credit Union (LGFCU). 
March 30, 2001: The first National Benefits Summit 
opened in Raleigh. The two-day event was created by 
the NCSFA, so the executive director could meet with 
his counterparts from around the country and compare 
programs. Thirteen states participated.
June 6, 2001: The Executive Board approved changing 
the conference name to the South Atlantic Fire Expo 
(SAFE) due to the event's growth, their collaboration 
with other organizations, and to attract other states.  
August 9, 2001: The conference opened in Greensboro. 

Chief Deputy Director for the California Department 
of Forestry and Fire Protection, Ron Coleman, was the 
keynote speaker.
May 2002: The North Carolina Society of Fire Rescue 
Instructors partnered with the NCSFA to deliver the 
seventy-fourth annual fire college in Nash County. 
August 15, 2002: The conference opened in Char-
lotte. State Treasurer Richard Moore was the keynote 
speaker. 
November 15, 2002: The Hometown Heroes Survi-
vor Benefit Act extended federal line-of-duty death 
benefits to firefighters who suffer a fatal heart attack 
or stroke while on duty or within 24 hours of a train-
ing activity or emergency response. Before then, it was 
difficult for surviving family members to prove such 
deaths directly resulted from line-of-duty activities.  
August 14, 2003: The conference opened in Char-
lotte. A new LGFCU check card for firefighters was 
announced that contributes 50% of the merchant’s 
transaction fee to the NCSFA. 
Also that year, the seventy-fifth annual state fire col-
lege was held at Gaston College and was sponsored by 
the North Carolina Society of Fire Rescue Instructors.
August 26, 2004: The conference opened in Greens-
boro at the Koury Convention Center. 
August 25, 2005: The conference opened again in 
Greensboro. The opening ceremony honored those 
fire service members serving as soldiers in Iraq and 

board, we added another staff employee in the position of as-
sistant executive director, Mr. Jerry Grimes. During my presi-
dential year, we interviewed for a new executive director. 

The interview process was conducted by First Vice Presi-
dent George Cherry of Tarboro and myself. Mr. Paul Miller 
accepted the job and was working at the 1990 conference in 
Winston-Salem. A lot of heated discussion occurred at this 
conference, and when it adjourned, Mr. Miller’s wife asked 
“what had Paul gotten himself into?” We all know now that 
Paul’s decision was good for all of us firefighters. 

I had the privilege of serving on state senate and house 
committees on the management of the state's relief funds, and 
helping elected officials finally understand there were many 
local bills in place allowing departments to provide special 
services to their personnel. As a result of the committee’s 
intervention, the relief fund program was left as is. 

Treasurer during my tenure was Bobby Joyner, Fire Marshal 
of Pitt County. We had the privilege of attending the first 
meeting of Congressional Fire Caucus and representing our 
association in Washington, D.C., where we were addressed 
by President George H. W. Bush. During my six years on the 

Lumberton Station 1 in 2002. (LFD)

Spruce Pine and Parkway fire apparatus in 2006. (Lee Wilson 
photo)
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2000 to 2010

Afghanistan. Special events included a haz-mat chal-
lenge, honor guard competition, annual golf tourna-
ment, and motorcycle ride. 
May 6, 2006: The North Carolina Fallen Firefighters 
Memorial was dedicated in Raleigh. The inaugural 
service honored 164 fire service members who died in 
the line of duty from 1902 to 2005.
June 22, 2006: The Executive Board approved leasing 
3,000 square-feet of office space in Raleigh, in the new 
15-story Quorum Center. 
August 24, 2006: The conference opened in Greens-
boro for the third consecutive year. 
Also that year, the Executive Board discontinued the 
chaplain position. They took the program in a new 
direction and began using the chaplain of the North 
Carolina Fallen Firefighters Foundation.
August 23, 2007: The conference opened in Win-
ston-Salem at the Benton Convention Center. Mem-
bers met new receptionist and office assistant Luz 
Florio. 
Also in August, the transition of moving the business 
office to Raleigh was completed. It formally opened on 
October 9. 
March 6, 2008: Kris Wyatt was hired as the first full-
time event manager and fourth full-time employee. 
Cherryville Chief Jeff Cash previously served as part-
time conference manager. 

August 28, 2008: The conference opened in Win-
ston-Salem. Former Utah Jazz player Thurl Bailey 
was the keynote speaker. More than 20 seminars were 
held, including an electrical safety course sponsored by 
Progress Energy. Over 100 vendors were present. 
November 18, 2008: The Executive Board approved 
changing the name of the annual conference to the 
South Atlantic Fire Rescue Expo (SAFRE).
August 19, 2009: The conference opened in Raleigh 
at the new convention center. It was the first year for 
the newly-branded SAFRE. Ron Coleman returned 
as keynote speaker. Executive Secretary Paul Miller 
and Insurance Commissioner and State Fire Marshal 
Wayne Goodwin cut the ribbon to inaugurate the 
event.  
On that Saturday, the first annual North Carolina 
Main Street Fire Parade was held, with some 40 fire 
and emergency vehicles in procession from the State 
Capitol to the Raleigh Convention Center. 
Also in 2009, the North Carolina Firefighters Fund 
was created by the NCSFA with a mission to facilitate 
higher education within the fire service, raise firefighter 
awareness on health issues, and gain support for the 
profession among the general public.

2010s  

August 12, 2010: SAFRE opened in Raleigh. TV 
personality Randolph Mantooth was the keynote 

Also at the 1990 conference, Chief Jeff Cash of Cherryville 
was selected as Firefighter of the Year. When he was called 
to the podium, the audience became very quiet, and I saw no 
movement from anyone. I asked where he was sitting and 
everyone looked to the far left corner of the banquet room. 
I said, “ask him to please stand up,” and a reply came back 
that he was standing up. We all got a chuckle. What a great 
job Chief Cash, past president of the Association in 2001, has 
done for all the firefighters of North Carolina over the past 30 
plus years. 

Durham Station 1 in 2009. (Mike Legeros photo)

Over my past 50 years in the fire service, the staff of the 
NCSFA has been outstanding: looking after all of us, never 
looking back, and always moving forward for the benefit of a 
firefighter. The past presidents of our Association have always 
been there for all of us, and I am very proud to call them my 
friends. I will always carry the thoughts and advice of Curtis 
Flanagan, Ty Bissett, Horace Moore, Glenn Jernigan, Bill 
Wells, Bobby T. Wilson, Paul Miller, and Tim Bradley as the 
“rock foundation to stand upon” for the balance of my life. 

—Jerry Brooks, Past President, 1989

Afton-Elberon Fire Department in 2009. (Lee Wilson photo)
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Timeline

speaker. Some 2,500 fire and rescue personnel attended 
the event. Statistician Derrick Clouston noted that the 
first Chief 101 course was delivered in Lenoir in May, 
in partnership with Lenoir Fire Department and Cald-
well Community College. 
September 2010: Amy McCall was hired as accounting 
administrator. 
August 10, 2011: SAFRE opened in Raleigh. NFL 
Coach Bill Cowher was the keynote speaker. In his 
annual report, President Randy Goodwin noted that 
the web site was revamped over the past year, and new 
quarterly reports were being produced and distributed 
electronically.  
May 14, 2012: Ed Brinson was hired in the new posi-
tion of assistant executive director. The NCSFA now 
had five full-time employees. 
August 8, 2012: SAFRE opened in Raleigh and the 
NCSFA celebrated 125 years of service to the state’s 
firefighters.  
Asheville Fire Chief Scott Burnette and Firefighter Jay 
Bettencourt were the keynote speakers. They discussed 
the commercial structure fire on July 28, 2011, that 
killed Captain Jeffrey Bowen and injured nine others, 
including Bettencourt.
On that Saturday, steam engines from Charlotte and 
Raleigh pumped side-by-side in a demonstration 
outside the convention center. Charlotte's 1866 hand 
engine, recently reacquired by the department, was also 
present and pumped water.
August 7, 2013: SAFRE opened in Raleigh. Randolph 
Mantooth returned as the keynote speaker. He opened 
with a bit of history. In 1984, five years after "Emer-
gency!" ended, he was asked for the first time to speak 
to responders in Galveston, TX. “And I haven’t stopped 
traveling since.” 
Special events at the conference included a “BBQ 
Throwdown” competition, cornhole tournament, and 
screening of the Detroit Fire Department documenta-
ry “Burn” at the nearby Lincoln Theatre. 

August 11, 2013: Executive Director Paul Miller re-
tired after 23 years of service. Tim Bradley was hired as 
the new executive director. 
July 23, 2014: SAFRE opened in Raleigh. Chief John 
Salka was the keynote speaker. During his later report, 
President Ken Briscoe noted activities of the past year, 
including the 2014 Fire Prevention School. With 
142 "code officials" attending, it was the largest in the 
school’s history.  
He also cited the 2014 Congressional Fire Caucus in 
Washington, DC, in April. “We had representation 
there” and “didn’t make too many folks angry.”
During the year, the Association’s full-time staff ex-
panded to six people with the hiring of Debbie Milette 
as new accounting administrator and Dan Berg in the 
new position of executive administrative assistant. 
Also that year, local firefighter relief funds were 
strengthened through legislative action, with the 
NCSFA working with the General Assembly after 
reports recommended changes to the funds and their 
administration.
The NCSFA also revamped their scholarship program 
in 2014, with new policies, a revised application, new 
categories for scholarships, and one master's degree 
scholarship for each region, for members pursuing 
advanced degrees.
August 12, 2015: SAFRE opened in Raleigh. Chief 
Ron Siarnicki was the keynote speaker. He appeared 
on behalf of the National Fallen Firefighters Foun-
dation and provided an update on their organization’s 
activities. 
SAFRE also showed a profit for the first time in his-
tory, with attendance having grown more than 500% 
since the brand was created.
Also that year, each member of the NCSFA automat-
ically became a member of their regional association, 
with $1 from their membership fee forwarded to their 
respective regional group. 
August 8, 2016: The conference opened in Charlotte, 
the first time SAFRE was held outside of Raleigh Newport Fire Department in 2011. (Mike Legeros photo)

Kannapolis apparatus past and present, 2012. (Tracy Winecoff 
photo)
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since 2008. Dr. Denis Onieal and Chief Bobby Halton 
were the keynote speakers. 
A representative from the Muscular Dystrophy As-
sociation talked about Fill the Boot campaigns and 
recognized North Carolina for raising $374,881 last 
year. Plaques were given to the top three departments 
in each region. 
Also at the conference, a formal ceremony was held to 
announce the first name change in NCSFA history, to 
the North Carolina State Firefighters’ Association. 
March 16, 2017: The NCSFA office in Raleigh was 
significantly damaged after a major fire destroyed an 
apartment building under construction across the 
street. 
The blaze was one of the largest in the city’s history. 
The Quorum Center was heavily damaged by radi-
ant heat, some direct flame impingement, and water 
damage from protecting streams and sprinkler systems. 
Temporary quarters were opened at 3101 Industrial 
Drive.
July 2017: SAFRE was held in conjunction with Fire 
Rescue International in Charlotte. The conference 
opened on July 26. 
The first Medal of Valor was later awarded to David 
Shelton of Hot Springs. Outdoor activities included 
the annual haz-mat challenge and a demonstration 
of hand and steam pumping with Charlotte's antique 
apparatus.
Also in 2017, retiring Treasurer Dean Coward was 
hired as the first finance director, a new position creat-
ed to add a certified public accountant to staff.
August 8, 2018: SAFRE returned to Raleigh. Retired 
USMC Lieutenant Colonel Justin Constantine was 
the keynote speaker. Later, members reaching 25 or 50 
years of service were recognized during the business 
session for the first time. Thirty-nine members took to 
the stage. They were previously honored at the annual 
25-Year Breakfast.
June 11, 2019: The business office re-opened at the 
Quorum Center in downtown Raleigh.

August 21, 2019: SAFRE opened in Raleigh. Chief 
Patrick J. Kenny was the keynote speaker. Workshop 
topics ranged from mental health to professional devel-
opment, and also included a number of operational 
topics such as rural engine company operations, build-
ing and occupancy risks, and responding to ethanol rail 
emergencies. 

2020s  

March 2020: The NCSFA and the state fire service 
started seeing impacts from COVID. The Association 
business office was closed to visitors and staff started 
remote working. Departments curbed public contact 
at stations, added new precautions for emergency calls, 
and started remote meetings for administrative and 
training functions. 
August 2020: SAFRE was canceled due to the pan-
demic. It was the first cancellation of the annual con-
ference since the 1940s. 
On August 13, a virtual annual meeting was held, 
with the Executive Committee participating from the 
business office in Raleigh. The agenda included annual 
reports, a legislative update, elections of new officers, 
and announcements of awards. 
August 12, 2021: SAFRE opened in Raleigh. USN 
Commander Scott Waddle was the keynote speaker. 
The pre-conference workshop topics included forcible 
entry, machine entrapment, and engine company ops. 
They were held at the nearby Keeter Training Center. 
Statistician Dennis Presley reported that the Associ-
ation had 55,832 members from 1,312 departments. 
Active personnel were comprised of 16,892 career and 
33,142 volunteer members. Retired members totaled 
5,158. 
Also that year, the Firefighters Fighting Cancer Act of 
2021 was passed after years of lobbying by the  
NCSFA and other groups. Effective January 1, 2022, 
North Carolina joined 48 states that provide presump-
tive cancer benefits for firefighters. 

Bailey Fire Department in 2017. (Lee Wilson photo)

Greensboro Station 1 in 2021. (Kenneth Clouser photo)
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I am thrilled that the NCSFA has created a history of 
the organization, and I am equally as happy that I have 
been asked to contribute my thoughts on the organi-
zation. It is a challenge to identify all of the important 
issues in a few words. But this is my attempt to do just 
that.  
 
After much thought I have decided on six key items 
that I think were the major keys to our success during 
my 23 years as executive director. The first and most 
important is staff and boards. I had the pleasure of 
working with talented, ambitious, creative, and ener-
getic staff and board members over my years with the 
NCSFA. They all contributed to the success of the or-
ganization in a big way and made my job easy. Togeth-
er we created many great, new programs that benefited 
all of our membership. We all put our members first 
and worked to make their lives better.  
 
Another accomplishment was the partnerships we 
formed. The two most important were our partnerships 
with Provident Insurance and the Local Government 
Federal Credit Union. These partners understood our 
mission and our vision, and they had organizational 
missions and visions that were closely aligned with 
ours. Through our collective efforts, we improved the 
balance sheet of the NCSFA and, more importantly, we 
improved the lives of our members. We were first in 
the country with some of our benefits and, the beauty 
of it is, we were all winners. The members were win-
ners, the companies were winners, and the NCSFA was 
a winner.  
 
Thirdly, we moved the office to Raleigh. As a state-
wide organization it seems obvious that our home 
should be in the state capitol. We worked very closely 
with the North Carolina legislature and we worked 
with many state agencies that were located in Raleigh. 
One other key point is that as a result of our partner-
ship with Local Government Credit Union, we were 
able to locate in their beautiful new building named 

the Quorum Center. The provided us with one of the 
best addresses and locations in the city. We were only 
blocks away from the legislature, the community 
colleges office, and other agencies vital to our orga-
nization. We have some of the finest facilities of any 
firefighter organization in the United States. 
 
Another important move was the hiring of our own 
lobbyist. This paid huge dividends then and it pays 
huge dividends today. I interviewed several prospec-
tive lobbyists and the board decided on Roger Bone. 
Roger took lobbying to a new level for the NCSFA, 
and he helped us pass legislation that benefited our 
members and made the NCSFA a great value to those 
we serve. He put the NCSFA on the map in the legis-
lature arena. We had the ear and the respect of the top 
leadership in the house and senate as a result of his 
efforts.  
 
Equally important are the enhancements we made with 
the annual conference. Back in the 1990s, we would 
have about 1,000 to 1,500 people attend our annual 
conference. That was only about 20% of our mem-
bership. Today we have 5,000 plus members at the 
conference and it is a great opportunity for networking, 
for viewing the newest trucks and equipment available, 
and attending classes on subjects relative to the fire 
service. I believe it is one of the biggest state confer-
ences in the country.  
 
We created and held the first National Benefit Summit 
in Raleigh. We started with 13 states that attended 
the meeting. Today almost every state in the union 
has taken part in this event. It has helped other states 
develop outstanding programs for their members and 
made those associations a real value for their members. 
It has promoted growth in most associations and made 
them a trusted resource for their members. 
 
Paul Miller, Executive Director, 1991-2013

Reflections
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Headline

1957 Donald S. Charles Charlotte 1990 Jeffrey C. Cash Cherryville
1958 Charles Burkett Salisbury 1991 Johnny G. “Jay” Howell Jr. Nahunta
1959 Ed A. Johnson Kannapolis 1992 Dennis F. Pennix Greensboro
1960 I. Miller Warren Plymouth 1993 Paul F. Miller Snow Hill / NCSFA 
1961 Curtis H. Flanagan Farmville / NCSFA 1994 Alan Dale “Skip” Nix Greensboro
1962 Berry C. Gibson Charlotte 1995 Luby C. Hocutt Antioch / Wilson
1963 Rev. Herbert D. Garmon NCSFA 1996 Philip B. Welch Union Road
1964 Calvin W. “Moon” Wyrick Greensboro 1997 William Todd Neese Burlington
1965 Cosmo L. Cox Durham 1998 Larry Kepley Charlotte
1966 G. Edgar Summerlin Jr. Mount Olive 1999 Stuart Elks Eastern Pines
1967 George M. Bartlett Spruce Pine 2000 Chuck Wentworth Greensboro
1968 Charles L. Miller Concord 2001 Anthony “Tony” Austin Belmont
1969 Tyrus R. Bissett Wilson 2002 Lyman Hardee Eastern Pines
1970 John A. Auten Jr. Derita 2003 Timothy Bradley Mebane
1971 Thomas Edward Jenkins Jr. Rocky Mount 2004 Carlos P. Beteta Charlotte
1972 Joseph Peyton Jenkins Salisbury 2005 Chris Cash Cherryville
1973 Elwood Inscoe NCDOI 2006 Mike Quinones Asheville
1974 John E. Lohr Lexington 2007 Ken Briscoe Lenoir
1975 Robert. L. Powell Jr. Greensboro 2008 Floyd Fritz Aberdeen / Pinehurst
1976 Horace Moore Snow Hill / NCSFA 2009 Jeremy Edmonds Asheville
1977 Wilton M. “Zoot” Saunders New Bern 2010 John P. Fanning Raleigh
1978 John P. Sykes Rocky Mount 2011 Kenneth Hair Lenoir
1979 Rev. Lauren R. Sharpe Kenansville 2012 Jay Bettencourt Asheville
1980 Dr. Tom Griggs UNC Hospital 2013 David Van Hoy Shelby / Waco
1981 Jerry Grimes NCDOI 2014 Jenna Daniels Summerfield
1982 Robert D. Shipp Wilmington 2015 Earl Withers III Dallas
1983 Carl Ray Coley Wayne County 2016 Quentin Cash Cherryville / Shelby
1984 Bobby Joyner Pitt County 2017 John Powell Winston-Salem
1985 Lewis Glenn Jernigan Faison 2018 Barry S. McLean Forbush
1986 A. Leo Cayton Canton 2019 Lauren Deer Northern Wake
1987 Larry Wayne Cockman Greensboro 2020 James “Tank” Waters Tryon
1988 Steve A. Townsend Viewmont / Bethlehem 2021 Jonathan Landen Fountain / Farmville
1989 Randy J. Godwin Wilson

2017 David Shelton Hot Springs
2018 John Worley New Hope

Awards

Firefighter of the Year

Medal of Valor

Photos by IWP Photography, 
Lee Wilson, and Mike Legeros.



1890s

Tournament rules from the 1896 proceedings.

Lillian Brown, the “mascot” of the Eagle 
Hose Company of Greensboro, pictured 
in the 1896 proceedings. She was the 
first “daughter of a [fire] company” ad-
opted in the state, said news reports in 
1895. She was followed by Pearl Powell 
of the Atlantic Fire Company of New 
Bern later that year.

Long-time President and 
Fayetteville Fire Chief 
James McNeill was first 
elected in 1894 and 
served until 1919.

List of member companies from 1897 proceedings.

Rescue Hose Company of Raleigh, 1890. (Courtesy State Archives of 
North Carolina)

1890 Charlotte 
1891 Durham  
1892 Asheville (left) 
1893 Wilmington  
1894 Winston  
1895 New Bern  
1896 Salisbury  
1897 Fayetteville  
1898 Goldsboro  
1899 Greensboro
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Early Years

Top: Steam engines pumping on the banks of the Neuse River in New Bern during the 1895 
convention. Bottom: Ladder wagon at the 1895 convention. (Courtesy New Bern Firemen’s 
Museum)

Unidentified tournament team from the 1898 confer-
ence proceedings.

Ribbons from the 
1895 and 1899 
conferences, in 
New Bern (left) 
and Greensboro 
(right).

Raleigh News & Observer sto-
ry about the 1897 convention 
in Fayetteville.

By the early 1890s, steamers were 
serving in Charlotte, Elizabeth City, 
Fayetteville, Goldsboro, Greensboro, 
Monroe, New Bern, Raleigh, Reidsville, 
Salem (below, from program), States-
ville, Washington, Wilmington, Wilson, 
and Winston.

Salem Fire Department 
anniversary program 
from 1893.

In 1890, the state’s black fire 
companies organized their 
own association. The North 
Carolina Volunteer Firemen’s 
Association was created at 
a meeting that year of “col-
ored fire companies” from 
Charlotte, Durham, Greens-
boro, Monroe, Raleigh, and 
Wilmington. Like the NCSFA, 
the NCVFA also held annual 
meetings for decades, as well 
as tournaments. 



1900s

Raleigh’s Capital Hose Company reel team circa 1902. (Courtesy State Archives of 
North Carolina)

Invitation to 1905 convention 
and tournament in Winston. 
Though Winston and Salem are 
listed together, the cities and 
their fire departments did not 
merge until 1913. 

Top: Delegate badge and 
ribbon from the 1907 
convention in Wilmington. 
Right: Program for the 1903 
convention in Durham.

Longtime Secretary 
John Miller of Concord 
was first elected in 
1908 and served until 
1953. The position 
was made full-time in 
1929, with an annual 
salary of $3,000.

1890 Charlotte 
1891 Durham  
1892 Asheville (left) 
1893 Wilmington  
1894 Winston  
1895 New Bern  
1896 Salisbury  
1897 Fayetteville  
1898 Goldsboro  
1899 Greensboro

In 1907, the North Carolina Firemen’s Relief Fund 
was supplemented by a legislative act that creat-
ed local relief funds for cities and towns with fire 
departments.



New Century

Delegate ribbon from the 1909 
convention in Asheville.

Goldsboro Fire Company No. 1 from the proceedings of the 1903 conference in Durham, where they 
made a so-called “world’s record” at the tournament.

Advances in technology brought the addition of gas-powered pumping 
engines in such places as Benson (top, courtesy Benson Museum of 
Local History). Also still in service at the turn of the century were a 
number of hand engines and over a dozen steam engines, including 
Engine 4 in Wilmington, shown right in a postcard view.  

The numbers of black fire companies continued to grow in the new century, such as Rocky Mount’s hook and ladder company shown below. In some 
towns, they were also the first fire companies. Though black and white firefighters remained segregated in their respective fire companies, they 
worked together on the fireground. (RMFD)
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1910s

1910 New Bern 
1911 Charlotte  
1912 Fayetteville  
1913 Wilmington (left)  
1914 Winston-Salem 
1915 New Bern  
1916 Raleigh  
1917 Morehead City  
1918 Wrightsville Beach 
1919 Asheville

Program and delegate badge for the 
1910 convention and tournament in 
New Bern.

In 1914, Raleigh Fire Chief Sherwood Brockwell 
was hired as the state’s first fire marshal. He 
served for 39 years and was a long-time ally and 
advocate for the NCSFA, as well as the first head 
of the fire college. He also declined repeated 
invitations to be nominated as president of the 
Association.

Salisbury hose wagon at the 1912 convention in Fayetteville. 
(Paul Brown Collection)  Summary of recent tournament scores, from the 1915 conven-

tion proceedings.

Program advertisement (top) and medallion (right) 
from the 1916 convention in Raleigh.
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Horse Power to Horsepower

Motor apparatus was introduced in North Carolina in the early 1910s, with 
deliveries to Asheville in 1914 (left), their third, and Raleigh in 1913 (cen-
ter, courtesy Raleigh Fire Museum), their first. The new means of locomo-
tion presented new challenges, such as avoiding trolley cars, as noted in a 
Charlotte Observer headline from 1917. 

Delegate badge from 
the 1918 conference 
in Wrightsville Beach.

Advertisement from the 1919 
conference program.

Report on the state’s fire departments from the proceedings of the 1910 convention in 
New Bern. Listed are population, water works ownership, hydrants, apparatus, hose and 
ladder companies, paid and volunteer personnel, and amount of hose.

Hose wagon race 
times at the 1912 
tournament in 
Fayetteville, from 
proceedings.

List of deceased 
members from the 
1917 convention 
proceedings.

Group photo at the 1915 conference in New Bern. (Paul Brown Collection)
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Championship Belt displayed at the Greensboro History Museum. 
(Mike Legeros photos) 

Tournaments were a feature of the annual convention beginning 
in Greensboro in 1888. The timed events included steam engine 
contests, hand reel races, and foot races. Contests for horse-
drawn hose wagons and ladder trucks were added in later years

The last steam engine contests were held in 1913. Later that 
decade, the tournament was suspended for three years during 
World War I. It resumed in 1920, with motor apparatus contests 
replacing horse-drawn.  
 
The last tournament with competing teams was held in August 
1940 in Salisbury. Though scheduled again for the 1941 con-
vention in Asheville, there were no competing teams. The 1942 
games were suspended due to war conditions and the fireman’s 
tournament never resumed in its original name and format. 
 
Two additional racing events were held at 1948 and 1949 
conventions, with competing teams using motor apparatus, for 
fastest application of water and chemicals.  

Tournaments
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Group photo at the tournament in Salisbury in 1896. (Courtesy New Bern Firemen’s Museum)

Greensboro South Side Hose Company in 1899, from proceedings.

New Bern Atlantic Fire Company, circa 1900. 
(Courtesy New Bern Firemen’s Museum)

Raleigh Hook & Ladder Company in 1906. (Courtesy Raleigh Fire 
Museum)

High Point motor team in 1923, from proceedings.

Spencer Shops reel team in 1924. (Courtesy State Archives of North Carolina)



1920s

1920 Fayetteville  
1921 Gastonia  
1922 Morehead City  
1923 Durham (left) 
1924 High Point  
1925 Asheville  
1926 Morehead City  
1927 Greensboro  
1928 New Bern  
1929 Hendersonville

Factory photo of the 1926 American LaFrance combination chemical and hose 
car that was donated to the Association by company sales representative Pat 
Herbert, for use at tournaments and other functions. (NCSFA)

Back cover from the 1927 
proceedings, advertising the 
NCSFA Firemen’s Fraternal 
Insurance Fund. It was 
created in 1921.

Rules for new motor truck contest from the 1920 
proceedings.

Badge and ribbon 
from the 1921 
conference in 
Gastonia.

The Great New Bern Fire of 1922 was the last of the urban 
conflagrations that struck many of the state’s cities and towns 
between the late 1700s and early 1900s. The blaze on December 
1, 1922, destroyed 600 buildings over 40 blocks. (Courtesy New 
Bern Firemen’s Museum)

Hose lines in operation in downtown Raleigh in January 1923. 
Though motorized pumping engines were becoming common across 
the state, the older method of using hydrant pressure for hand 
hose lines remained a common practice. As shown above, crews 
also relied on bystanders to help with pulling hose. (Courtesy State 
Archives of North Carolina.)

News report from 1923. 
“Rats with matches” 
were often cited as a 
fire cause in the early  
twentieth century.



New Tools, New Training

Group photo at the 1929 convention in Hendersonville. (Paul Brown Collection)

The Greensboro Fire Department Band is pictured in 1927. 
They performed at the fortieth annual convention in their 
city that year. (Donald Whitaker Collection)

Group photo from the 1924 convention in High Point. (Paul Brown Collection)

During the decade, more departments moved 
from hand- and horse-drawn equipment to motor-
ized fire apparatus. Shown are Henderson (top) 
and Wilson (bottom, WFD).

Statesville Record & Landmark story 
about the first fire college in Asheville 
in 1929.
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1930s

1930 Morehead City 
1931 Statesville 
1932 Hamlet (left) 
1933 Salisbury  
1934 Charlotte  
1935 Wilmington  
1936 Raleigh  
1937 Greensboro  
1938 New Bern  
1939 Carolina Beach

Advertisement, schedule, and rib-
bon for the 1933 convention and 
tournament in Salisbury.

Kannapolis reel team in 1933. (Courtesy Cabarrus 
County Public Library)

At the 1930 convention in Morehead City, President Alonzo Duckett 
recommended the adoption of a statewide hose thread. An initiative 
was started, with many member departments changing to National 
Standard by 1934.

Hillsborough Fire Department in 1937. (Courtesy Orange Rural FD)

Statesville Fire Department pictured in the pro-
gram for the 1931 convention in their city, with 
delegate ribbon shown on right.
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Fire Chiefs Organize

Winston-Salem Journal 
story in 1936 about the 
creation of the North 
Carolina Association of Fire 
Chiefs that year. 

Marion Progress story in 
1939 about efforts to create 
a state fire department. Retired horse-drawn apparatus in a parade at the 1938 convention in New 

Bern. (Courtesy New Bern Firemen’s Museum)
Fire Engineering  
magazine ad, 1930.

The fiftieth anniversary of the NCSFA was celebrated in August 1937 
in Greensboro, in the city where the Association was organized.

Group photo at the 1936 convention in Raleigh. (Courtesy Raleigh Fire Museum)



1940s

1940 Salisbury (left) 
1941 Asheville  
1942 Greensboro  
1943 Cancelled  
1944 Charlotte  
1945 Cancelled  
1946 Cancelled  
1947 Morehead City  
1948 Fayetteville  
1949 Carolina Beach

The entry of the United States into World War II impacted the state’s fire 
service. Civilian Defense initiatives were started, including air raid drills and 
auxiliary firemen programs. It also delayed the purchase of new fire appara-
tus, due to restrictions on materials. The NCSFA canceled their convention 
three times during this period. State Fire Marshal Sherwood Brockwell is pic-
tured in the center, lecturing the state’s fire chiefs on incendiary devices at a 
meeting in Raleigh in December 1941, following the bombing of Pearl Harbor. 
(News & Observer photo)

Federal WPA programs in 
the late 1930s and early 
1940s saw new municipal 
buildings erected around 
the state with new facilities 
for town fire departments. 
Shown is a postcard view 
of the Carolina Beach town 
hall and fire department. 
(Mike Legeros Collection)

The 1944 convention in 
Charlotte was delayed 
one month due to a polio 
outbreak, as this Durham 
Sun story reported.

Scene from the 1948 fire college in Durham. (Courtesy Durham 
Herald Company Collection/UNC-CH)
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Wartime Impact

Fayetteville’s steam engine in the 
parade at the 1948 convention in 
their city, from a Fayetteville Ob-
server story.

In December 1941, Durham placed 
a pair of “auxiliary trucks” in ser-
vice. Similar trucks were later add-
ed in other cities around the state. 
These predated the mini- and 
midi-pumpers that were popular in 
later decades. 

After a hiatus due to war conditions and other factors, the annual 
tournament returned in 1948 with contests for motor apparatus. It 
was held once more in 1949.

At the 1940 convention in Salisbury, 
East Spencer presented a new gavel 
to the president that contained a 
separate piece of wood to represent 
each fire department in the state.

The state’s first fireboat had its third incarnation in the 1940s, when the 
Atlantic III started service in Wilmington. (Hose & Nozzle)

The first rural fire departments in North Carolina were 
organized in the 1940s, including Wilkinson Boulevard in 
Mecklenburg County in 1943 (top, WBFD) and Oak Grove in 
Guilford County in 1944 (bottom, Greensboro Daily News).              

State and local officials at the opening of the 1947 fire college in Durham. 
(Courtesy Durham Herald Company Collection/UNC-CH)



1950s

1950 Hendersonville 
1951 Carolina Beach (left) 
1952 Greensboro 
1953 Carolina Beach  
1954 Durham  
1955 New Bern  
1956 Raleigh  
1957 Carolina Beach  
1958 Lumberton  
1959 Durham

The Greensboro Daily 
News featured this 
“baby” carriage from 
Carolina Beach that 
participated in the 1952 
convention parade in 
that city.

This Hose & Nozzle magazine cover in 1957 announced the 
long-awaited pension plan for North Carolina firefighters. 
However, it was promptly challenged in court and didn’t 
begin operating until 1962.

Rural fire departments spread across the state in the 1950s, 
as small communities organized to add fire protection to un-
incorporated areas. They often used resources from local Civil 
Defense offices. Shown is Rolesville in Wake County in 1958. 
(News & Observer photo)

Barbecue suppers and similar fundraisers were a staple of rural 
fire departments before the implementation of tax levies for 
property owners. This 1955 advertisement appeared in the 
Charlotte Observer.

Newly elected officers at the 1954 convention in Durham. Left to right: 
Vice President John Wallace (Troy), Statistician Albert Brinson (New Bern), 
President Cosmo Cox (Durham), Treasurer Ed Johnson (Kannapolis), and 
Advisor Charles Miller (Concord). (Courtesy Durham Herald Company 
Collection/UNC-CH)
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Rural Expansion

The 1955 convention was held in New Bern, but was cut 
short by the arrival of Hurricane Diane, as the below 
news story noted. (Hose & Nozzle)

Dinner at the 1954 convention in Durham. (Courtesy 
Durham Herald Company Collection/UNC-CH)

Discussing the new state pension law at the 1959 convention 
in Durham are, left to right, Raleigh Fire Chief Jack Keeter, 
Insurance Commissioner Charles Gold, Greensboro Fire Chief 
Calvin Wyrick, Durham Fire Chief Cosmos Cox, and state 
auditor Charles Bridges. (Courtesy Durham Herald Company 
Collection/UNC-CH)

The state’s first career black firefighters in the modern era were 
hired in Winston-Salem in 1951 (above). They were followed by 
Durham in 1958 and Greensboro in 1961. (WSFRHS)

Hose & Nozzle magazine ad in 1958.
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Fire college in Durham in 1948. (Courtesy 
Durham Herald Company Collection/UNC-CH)

The North Carolina Fire College was held annual-
ly from 1929 to 2003. It rotated between western, 
central, and eastern locations, except for 1949 
to 1964, when the college was held in Charlotte. 
From 1953 to 1966, the pump school was held as 
a separate event. The first director of the college 
was State Fire Marshal Sherwood Brockwell. He 
served until 1948 and was followed by long-time 
directors Charles Burkett of Salisbury (1949 to 
1962), Cosmos Cox of Durham (1963 to 1967), 
and Robert Powell of Greensboro (1968-1990). 

Fire College
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1934 college in Durham. (NCSFA)

1995 college in Dallas. (Fire & Rescue Journal)

1967 college in Durham. (Courtesy Durham Herald Company 
Collection/UNC-CH)

1955 college in Charlotte. (Hose & Nozzle)

1947 college in Durham. (Courtesy Durham Herald Company 
Collection/UNC-CH)



1960s

1960 Carolina Beach  
1961 Goldsboro (left) 
1962 Asheville  
1963 Winston-Salem  
1964 Morehead City  
1965 Charlotte  
1966 Carolina Beach  
1967 Asheville  
1968 Raleigh  
1969 Winston-Salem

In 1957, the General Assembly enacted legislation to create a 
pension fund for firefighters. After five years of legal delays, 
the first payments were made in August 1962, as the North 
Carolina Firemen’s Pension Fund became operative.

In 1961, Gail Joyner was hired as 
an administrative assistant to Sec-
retary Curtis Flanagan at the office 
in Farmville. She served in the NCS-
FA’s second full-time position until 
retiring in 2001, after also working 
with secretaries Horace Moore and 
Paul Miller. (NCSFA)

Outdoor dining at the 1965 convention in Charlotte. (Hose & Nozzle)

Beginning in the 1950s and continuing into the 1960s, a growing number 
of fire departments added rescue squad and ambulance services. Golds-
boro is shown. (GFD)

The growth of rural departments exploded in the 1960s in smaller towns 
and unincorporated areas, with volunteers donating time and resourc-
es to get training, build apparatus, and erect fire stations. Shown are 
Fairview in Wake County (top, FFD), Perrytown in Bertie County (bottom 
left, courtesy Makotoka King), and Dudley in Wayne County (bottom 
right, Mike Legeros Collection).
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Decade of Growth

In 1964, the Ladies Auxiliary to the NCSFA was organized. 
By their second year, they represented some 27 fire de-
partment auxiliaries. Below is a Charlotte Observer story 
from August 1965. Governor Dan Moore signs a state 

proclamation in 1968 with NCSFA 
officers and members present. (Fire & 
Rescue Journal)

Command post at the 1966 
fire college in Winston-Salem. 
(Hose & Nozzle)

Derita’s Ford/Darley pumper in a 1967 issue of Firemen 
magazine, published by the NFPA.

Left: Attendee ribbon for the 1960 
convention in Carolina Beach. 
Bottom: Ladies’ Program for the 
1968 convention in Raleigh.

Program for the 1964 convention in Morehead City.



1970s

1970 Carolina Beach 
1971 Durham  
1972 Asheville  
1973 Raleigh  
1974 Wilmington (left) 
1975 New Bern  
1976 Wilmington  
1977 Winston-Salem  
1978 Boone  
1979 Asheville

NCSFA officers in 1970. Left to right, front row: Herbert Garmon (Leaksville), Horace 
Moore (Snow Hill), William Hudson (Asheville), Tyrus Bissett (Wilson), Charles Miller 
(Concord), John Auten (Derita), and George Bartlett (Spruce Pine). Back row: Kimble 
Best (Whiteville) and James Baggett (Roanoke Rapids). (Hose & Nozzle)

Convention scenes: Raleigh in 1971 (left) and Durham in 1973 (right). (Hose & Nozzle)

Letterhead in 1973.

House Bill 89 in the 1973 session of the General 
Assembly added a $50,000 death benefit for depen-
dents of law officers and firefighters.

Fireman of the Year Elwood Inscoe, 
Deputy Commissioner of Insurance, in 
1973. The award was created in 1957 
by the North Carolina Association of 
Mutual Insurance Agents. In 1972, the 
NCSFA took over the award. Hose & 
Nozzle magazine was also adopted as 
an official magazine of the NCSFA in 
1961. Another official magazine was 
published briefly in 1972 and 1973, 
named North Carolina Fire Service 
News.

In 1979, Nahunta in Wayne County became the first 
rural department in the nation to receive a municipal 
fire protection rating, by using mutual-aid tankers to 
provide a sustained flow of water in areas without 
hydrants. Work on the system started some seven 
years earlier, after local officials heard of the idea 
conceived by Iowa firemen. (Courtesy Jay Howell)
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New Directions

Public Safety Officer programs combining fire and 
police functions were started during the decade in 
municipalities both large and small. They included 
Durham (1970), Winston-Salem (1973), Chapel Hill 
(1976), and Morganton (1976).

Hydraulic rescue tools were introduced to 
fire departments and rescue squads in 1972 
and dramatically improved their ability at 
vehicle extrication.

Groundbreaking for the North Carolina Jaycee Burn Center in 
Chapel Hill on January 15, 1977. The NCSFA donated $50,000 to 
the center, collected by the state’s firefighters. (Hose & Nozzle)

Memorial service at the First Baptist Church in Winston-Salem during the 1977 convention. 
(Hose & Nozzle)

Yellow colors were introduced in the early 1970s to 
improve the visibility of fire apparatus. Shown are Durham 
(top, courtesy Durham Herald Company Collection/UNC-
CH) and Greensboro (bottom, Lee Wilson photo). Though a 
short-lived trend, some departments kept their new colors 
instead of reverting back to red.

Light water demonstration at the Mecklenburg County fire department training 
grounds during the annual fire college and pump school in Charlotte in 1971. 
(Hose & Nozzle)



1980s

1980 Wilmington 
1981 Boone (left) 
1982 Greensboro 
1983 Wilmington 
1984 Winston-Salem  
1985 Pinehurst 
1986 Charlotte 
1987 Greenville 
1988 Asheville 
1989 Fayetteville

Program for the 1984 conference in Winston-Salem.

In 1982, the NCSFA divided 
the state into three mem-
bership regions.

Mutual aid has a long tradition in North Carolina and has 
included statewide responses for major wildfires. Shown 
are staged units at the Topsail Fire in May 1986 that burned 
73,000 acres in Pender and Onslow counties. (Sounds of 
Pender East photo/Fire & Rescue Journal)

Brochure circa 1985.

During the 1980s, increasing numbers of 
women in North Carolina were making inroads 
into the career fire service. Shown are Becky 
Brown from Charlotte (top) and Donnie 
Hurley from Kill Devil Hills (right, Tarheel 
Firefighter).

Firefighter roles and responsibilities expanded during the decade with EMT and 
First Responder programs, and the development of haz-mat teams. Shown are a 
Fayetteville Fire-Medic unit (top, Jeff Harkey photo) and Cary’s haz-mat truck 
(bottom, CFD). 
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New Disciplines

Partial list of scholarship recipients announced at the 
1989 conference in Fayetteville. The Association’s first 
scholarship was created in 1975.

The independent publication Tarheel Firefighter and 
Carolina Rural Fireman, published from the 1960s to the 
1980s, frequently included news about the NCSFA. 

Since the late 1970s, the annual conference has included 
a golf tournament. Shown in Wilmington in 1983 are  
winners from Chapel Hill. (NCSFA)

Program for the 1980 fire college in Rocky Mount.

Memorial service program at the 
1989 conference in Fayetteville.

Articulating platforms reached the height of their 
popularity during the 1980s. Charlotte Ladder 1 is 
shown. (Micah Bodford Collection)

The NCSFA purchased 
its first computers in 
1985 for the business 
office, the fire col-
lege, and the relief 
fund administrators 
at the Department of 
Insurance.



1990s

1990 Winston-Salem  
1991 Wilmington  
1992 Durham  
1993 New Bern  
1994 Hickory (shown) 
1995 Fayetteville  
1996 Greensboro  
1997 Asheville  
1998 Winston-Salem  
1999 Hickory

In 1995, the NCSFA presented its second posthumous Fireman of the Year 
to the family of Luby C. Hocutt of Antioch in Johnston County, who died 
in a motorcycle accident that year. The first posthumous award was giv-
en in 1972 to Joseph Jenkins of Salisbury, who died in 1971 after being 
critically burned in a house fire. It was posthumously awarded again in 
2020 to James Waters of Tryon, who died that year of complications from 
COVID. (Fire & Rescue Journal)

NCSFA lobbyist Roger Bone (left) discusses fire service legislation with 
chiefs Luther Fincher of Charlotte (center) and John Hawkins (right) of 
Rocky Mount at a Workers’ Compensation Workshop at the 1993 confer-
ence in New Bern. (Fire & Rescue Journal)

The deadliest fire in North Carolina history killed 25 employees at an 
industrial facility in Hamlet on September 3, 1991. It brought national 
attention to workplace safety. The state passed 14 new worker safety 
laws as a result, and nearly doubled their number of workplace safety 
inspectors.

Opening ceremony at the 1998 conference in Winston-Salem, 
conducted by Chaplain Brian King and with colors posted by 
WSFD members. (Fire & Rescue Journal)

Program for the 1994 conference in Hickory. Held at a smaller ven-
ue that required some vendor apparatus to be displayed outdoors, 
the event prompted a study to evaluate future needs. Both NCSFA 
and NCAFC members were surveyed and changes were announced 
in 1996, including moving the conference to cities with larger-ca-
pacity facilities.
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Computers and Internet

The first web site 
was developed in 
1999. It replaced a 
computer bulletin 
board system that 
member depart-
ments accessed 
using a telephone 
modem.

Fire & Rescue Journal story from 1990 about the North Carolina Fire 
Incident Reporting System. The system was adopted by the state fire 
and rescue commission in 1987 and usage grew in subsequent years. 
Fire departments were adding computers and improving their ability 
at record-keeping and data-reporting.

List of legislative bills containing the keyword “firefighting” that the 
NCSFA was watching in June 1992.

In 1994, a study was conducted 
to consider moving the business 
office to Raleigh from Farmville. 
It also assessed current and future 
space and equipment needs. No 
relocation was recommended.

Cover story about the 1995 fire college in Gaston County in the 
Summer 1995 issue of Fire & Rescue Journal, published by the 
Department of Insurance. 

Insurance Commissioner 
and State Fire Marshal 
Jim Long addresses at-
tendees at the opening 
of the 1996 conference 
in Greensboro. (Fire & 
Rescue Journal)

In Chapel Hill, the first 
Carolina Blue fire engine 
was delivered in 1996. 
School colors later ap-
peared at other depart-
ments, including Buies 
Creek, Greenville, and 
Louisburg. (Lee Wilson 
photo)



2000s

2000 Greensboro 
2001 Greensboro (left)  
2002 Charlotte  
2003 Charlotte  
2004 Greensboro  
2005 Greensboro  
2006 Greensboro  
2007 Winston-Salem 
2008 Winston-Salem 
2009 Raleigh

From 2004 to 2006, the web site 
was updated with new designs. 

The first annual Gateway 
Conference was held in 
Greensboro in September 
2000. It gathered the leaders 
of nineteen fire and rescue 
organizations to discuss key 
issues facing the state’s fire 
service and develop a vision 
for working on them togeth-
er. The last conference was 
held in 2012.

Fire & Rescue Journal story about the 2000 state fire 
college held in Gastonia. The annual training event was 
drawing fewer participants in recent years. The final fire 
college was held in 2003 in Nash County.

In the 2000s, the NCSFA published a quarterly newsletter 
named Flamespread. It was later renamed Line of Fire.

In 2001, the NCSFA purchased their rented building in Farmville. They 
moved into the building in 1980 and occupied half of the 1,900 square-
foot structure. They took over the entire building in 1990. 
 

By 2000, the North Carolina Association of Hazardous Materials 
Providers and North Carolina Society of Fire Service Instructors 
had joined the NCSFA and NCAFC as annual conference partic-
ipants. In 2001, the event was named the South Atlantic Fire 
Expo (SAFE).

Following the retirement 
of Gail Joyner in 2001, the 
office was again managed by 
just two people, Executive 
Director Paul Miller and Ad-
ministrative Assistant Melissa 
Dixon, hired in 2000. By the 
end of the decade, more 
full-time staff was added.



New Events, New Office

In 2007, the business office relocated 
from Farmville to Raleigh. In 2008, 
the NCSFA hired their first full-time 
event coordinator, Kris Wyatt. 

Instructor’s badge from 
the 2006 conference in 
Greensboro.

In 2009, the annual conference received a makeover, with new 
branding as the South Atlantic Fire Rescue Expo (SAFRE) and the 
location changed to Raleigh. Shown below is the ribbon-cutting 
with Executive Secretary Paul Miller and Insurance Commission-
er and State Fire Marshal Wayne Goodwin. (Lee Wilson photo)

Scenes from the 2006, 
2007, and 2008 confer-
ences in Greensboro 
and Winston-Salem. 
(Mike Legeros photos)

After the events of September 11, 2001, the NCSFA and the 
Office of the State Fire Marshal helped organize statewide 
“fill the boot” campaigns that raised more than $500,000 
for the firefighters killed in New York City. 

The money was used to purchase and deliver four passenger 
vans to the Fire Family Transport Foundation, along with a donation to 
a private fund for families of fallen FDNY members. Shown in March 
2002 are, left to right, Past President Jeff Cash, Senior Deputy Insurance 
Commissioner Tim Bradley, Department of Insurance Information Officer 
Chrissy Pearson, and President Stephen Sloan. (Courtesy Tim Bradley, left 
and middle)

63



64

South Atlantic Fire Rescue Expo
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Photos by IWP Photography, Kate Awtrey, Laura Beth Greene, 
Lee Wilson, and Mike Legeros.



2010s to Present

2010 Raleigh (left) 
2011 Raleigh  
2012 Raleigh  
2013 Raleigh  
2014 Raleigh  
2015 Raleigh  
2016 Charlotte  
2017 Charlotte  
2018 Raleigh  
2019 Raleigh  
2020 Cancelled 
2021 Raleigh

In 2017, the first 
Medal of Valor 
was awarded to 
David Shelton of Hot 
Springs, for rescuing 
an occupant from 
a burning structure 
before the first 
apparatus arrived. 
(Kate Awtrey photo)

The NCSFA web site in 2011. 

In 2016, the NCSFA changed its name to 
the North Carolina State Firefighters’ 
Association. The change had been pro-
posed in prior years, including in 1962, 
1992 (below), and 1999.

In 2017, SAFRE 
was co-located 
with Fire Rescue 
International at 
the Charlotte 
Convention 
Center.

Every year in May, members from across the state meet at the State Capitol 
to discuss fire service issues with lawmakers during the annual Legislative 
Day. (NCSFA)

In 2013, longtime Executive Director 
Paul Miller retired after serving 23 
years in the role.



Making a Difference

Show floor at SAFRE in 2011 in Raleigh. (Mike Legeros photo)

Left: Barry McLean from Forbush 
received Firefighter of the Year at 
the 2018 conference in Raleigh. (IWP 
Photography photo) Right: Program 
for the awards banquet at the 2021 
conference in Raleigh. 

In 2021, longtime 
Administrative 
Assistant Sandie 
Houck retired after 
13 years. Group photo at the May 2021 Legislative 

Day in Raleigh. (Mike Legeros photo)

Held in Raleigh and Charlotte during the 
2010s and 2021, SAFRE has drawn steadily 
increasing numbers of attendees. Shown is 
the show floor in 2018. 

In March 2017, the business office was dam-
aged by one of the largest fires in Raleigh’s 
history. The NCSFA occupied temporary quar-
ters on Industrial Drive (bottom) until return-
ing to the fourth floor of the Quorum Center in 
June 2019. (Mike Legeros photos)

SARS-CoV-2 
Beginning in March 2020, impacts 
on the NCSFA from the pandemic 
included moving office staff to 
remote work and the cancellation 
of SAFRE that year. Departments 
across the state saw rising EMS 
call volumes, budget cuts due to 
lost revenues, and the introduc-
tion of remote meetings. Station 
staffing was also impacted by 
quarantined members. Firefight-
ers were also hospitalized and 
some died from complications due 
to COVID.

Printed 
materials 
from the 
early 2020s.
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Presidents

Charles D. Benbow 
Greensboro 

1888

Edward B. Engelhard 
Raleigh 
1889

Howard E. Heartt 
Durham 

1890

Thomas A. Greene 
New Bern 
1891-1893

James D. McNeill 
Fayetteville 
1894-1919

James H. Wood 
Asheville 
1920-1922

John L. Foister 
Chapel Hill 

1923

Frank W. Bennett 
Durham 

1924

Austin B. Horney 
High Point 

1925

Alonzo L. Duckett 
Asheville 
1926-1929

Robert C. Whitley 
New Bern 
1930-1931

Frank D. Shaw 
Greensboro 

1932

W. Hendrix Palmer 
Charlotte 
1933-1934

Will S. Long 
Graham 

1935

W. Ernest Holland 
Raleigh 
1936

Jerome B. Flora 
Elizabeth City 

1937-1938

Clyde A. Hildebrand 
Canton 
1939

Donald E. Shuford 
Hickory 

1940

Richard A. Joyner 
Farmville 

1941 

Charles L. Burkett 
Salisbury 
1942-1943
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Presidents

Frank W. Bennett  
Durham 

1944-1945

Jennings C. Fitzgerald 
Asheville 
1946-1947

George W. Gardner  
Greenville 

1948

Donald S. Charles 
Charlotte 
1949-1950

Curtis H. Flanagan 
Farmville 

1951

Calvin W. Wyrick 
Greensboro 

1952

Tyrus R. Bissett 
Wilson 
1953

Cosmo L. Cox 
Durham  

1954

John C. Wallace 
Troy 
1955

Horace C. Elliott 
Rutherfordton 

1956

I. Miller Warren  
Plymouth  

1957

John B. Keeter  
Raleigh 
1958

Charles L. Miller 
Concord 

1959

Ed J. Glover 
Lumberton 

1960

Joseph T. Hailey 
Kinston 
1961

H. B. Self 
Triangle 

1962

George M. Bartlett 
Spruce Pine 

1963

George E. Summerlin 
Mount Olive 

1964

Roma C. Fortune 
Burlington 

1966

Claibourne H. Lawson 
Durham 

1965
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Presidents

John A. Auten 
Derita 
1967

Ralph T. Skinner 
Monroe 
1968

G. Horace Moore 
Snow Hill 

1969

William F. Hudson 
Asheville 

1970

Kimble Best 
Whiteville 

1971

James F. Baggett 
Roanoke Rapids 

1972

A. Fred Shipton 
Salisbury 

1973

Robert Harrell 
Forest City 

1974

Robert E. Joyner 
Farmville, Pitt Co.  

1975

James Parham 
Winston-Salem 

1976

L. Glenn Jernigan 
Faison 
1977

Powell N. Ball 
Asheville 

1978

A. Eugene Parsons 
Tarboro 

1979

A. Leo Cayton 
Canton 
1980

Robert L. Powell  
Greensboro 

1981

Edward T. Moore 
New Bern 

1982

Glenn Barrett 
Shelby 
1983

Willard Herring  
Goldsboro 

1984

William Wells  
Rutherfordton,  

Rutherford Co., 1985

Bobby T. Wilson 
Guilford College 

1986
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Presidents

Lyman Hardee 
Eastern Pines 

1987

J. Gordon Byrd 
Brevard 

1988

Jerry A. Brooks 
Clemmons 

1989

George Cherry 
Tarboro 

1990

Forrest C. Hendrix  
Hendersonville 

1991

Joe Bryant 
Guilford Co. 

1992

Lynn C. Perry 
Edenton 

1993

John A. Horne  
Spindale 

1994

Donald E. Whitaker  
Level Cross, Pleasant 

Garden, 1995

E. Aubrey Rivenbark 
Jr. Myrtle Grove, New 

Hanover Co., 1996

L. Mark McCurry 
Forest City 

1997

Kenneth J. Dilday 
Ahoskie 

1999

Jeffrey C. Cash 
Cherryville 

2000

Stephen Sloan 
Clemmons 

2001

Paul D. Brooks 
Greensboro 

1998

Roy S. Spell 
Greenville 

2002

Robert D. Griffin 
Asheville, Skyland 

2003

Vernon Ward 
Pinecroft-Sedgefield 

2004

James Peele 
Williamston 

2005

Reginald Hassler 
Boone 
2006
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Presidents

Phillip B. Welch Jr.  
Union Road 

2012

J. Thomas Cole 
FD13, PGFD, 
NCAFD, 2013

John Grimes 
Leland 
2014

Kevin Gordon 
 Charlotte 

2015

Brian K. Cox
Guil-Rand

2016

Anthony Penland 
Swannanoa 

2018

A.C. Rich Jr. 
Raleigh, NWFD, 

Youngsville, 2019

Barry Overman
Elizabeth City, 

Weeksville, 2017

Scott Rogers 
Nash County 

2020

Quentin Cash 
Cherryville, Shelby 

 2021

Wesley D. Hutchins 
Walkertown 

2007

Jack Parker 
West of New Bern 

2008

Wesley H. Green 
Mooresville 

2009

Scott R. Alderman  
Piney Grove, 

Lewisville, 2010

William E. Jones 
Lower Currituck 

2011
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Early Vice Presidents

Edgar G. Parmele 
Wilmington 

1893

Joseph J. Stone 
Goldsboro 

1898

C. L. Badger 
Asheville 

1898

H. L. Riggins 
Winston 

1899-1901

Robert D. Douglas 
Greensboro 

1899

Archibald H. Boyden 
Salisbury 
1903-1919

J. Frank Maddry 
Durham 

1905-1907

William S. Orr 
Charlotte 
1900-1901

A. M. Clark 
Southern Pines 

1911-1916

Edward E. Bain 
Greensboro 
1920-1921

Albert K. Kramer 
Durham 

1891

George S. Powell 
Asheville 

1892

Unlike later decades, many of the early vice presidents 
did not subsequently serve as President or in other elected 
positions. They are shown on this page. In 1892, a Second 
Vice President was added. It was eliminated in 1924 and 
restored in 1963. From 1917 to 1923, the Association also 
had a Third Vice President. Beginning in 1963, the three-
year rotation started of Second Vice President to First Vice 
President to President.
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Secretaries

Edward B. Engelhard  
Raleigh 
1888

Harper J. Elam 
Greensboro 

1889

J. W. Griffith 
Greensboro 
1890-1895

J. C. Michie 
Durham 

1896-1897

J. W. Griffith 
Greensboro 
1888-1899

W. C. Von Glahn 
Wilmington 
1900-1907

John L. Miller 
Concord 

1908-1952

Tyrus R. Bissett  
Wilson 
1953

Charles L. Miller  
Concord  

1954

Curtis H. Flanagan  
Farmville 
1955-1979

G. Horace Moore 
Snow Hill  
1980-1990

Paul F. Miller 
Snow Hill 
1991-2000

Paul F. Miller 
Snow Hill 
2000-2013

Timothy L. Bradley 
Mebane, OSFM 
2013-present

Edward P. Brinson 
Swift Creek, Fairview 

2012-present

Executive  
Director

Deputy 
Director
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Treasurers

F. H. Vogler  
Salem 
1888

Charles G. Bradley  
Tarboro 

1889-1890

J. W. Griffith 
Greensboro 
1891-1893

Thomas A. Greene 
New Bern 
1894-1903

Roland C. Taylor 
Winston-Salem 

1904-1913

Charles S. Schnibben  
Wilmington 
1914-1932

Austin B. Horney  
High Point 
1933-1941

Ed. A. Johnson  
Kannapolis 
1942-1960

Charles L. Miller  
Concord  

1961-1970

G. Horace Moore 
Snow Hill 
1971-1979

Robert E. Joyner 
Farmville, Pitt Co. 

1980-1999

Paul D. Brooks  
Greensboro 
2000-2007

Dean Coward 
B-W-O, Saunook 

2008-2017

Johnnie G. Howell 
Nahunta  

2017-present

Left: Letterhead from 
secretary's office, 1994. 
Opposite left: Receipt 
for payment of dues, 
1921; Secretary Curtis 
Flanagan at work circa 
mid-1950s. (Hose & 
Nozzle)
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Statisticians

Harper J. Elam
Greensboro 

1888

Thomas W. Blake 
Raleigh 

1889-1890

F. H. Vogler 
Salem 
1891

W. C. Craft  
Wilmington 
1892-1893

Ben T. Amerson 
Wilson 

1894-1896

Martin Van Buren Capps 
Salisbury 

1897

Lee J. Taylor 
New Bern 

1898, 1900-1903

W. P. Monroe  
Wilmington 

1899

Charles S. Schnibben  
Wilmington 

1903

Lonnie H. Lumsden  
Raleigh 

1904-1906

W. P. Monroe 
Wilmington 
1907-1909

M. Stuart Davis 
Louisburg 
1910-1913

Thomas D. Davis 
New Bern 
1914-1916

Charles D. Farmer 
Raleigh 

1917-1919

Robert E. Currier 
Farmville 
1920-1922

Charles W. Styron 
Morehead City 

1923-1926

Charles C. Harris 
Rocky Mount 
1927-1935

Richard A. Joyner 
Farmville 
1936-1939

Albert W. Brinson 
New Bern 
1940-1962

Tyrus R. Bissett 
Wilson 

1963-1988
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Statisticians

Robert D. Griffin  
Skyland, Asheville 

1989-1994, 1996-1997

Paul D. Brooks 
Greensboro 

1995

Phillip Welch 
Union Road
1998-2006

Jeffrey C. Cash 
Cherryville 
2007-2008

Derrick Clauston 
SPFD, FFD, OSFM 

2009-2015

Dennis Pressley 
Skyland, Asheville 

2016-present

Herbert P. Garmon 
Rutherfordton,  
Leaksville, etc. 

1957-1973

Lauren R. Sharpe 
Kenansville 
1973-1986

Ned D. Sauls 
Shine 

1987-1995

Brian G. King 
Forsyth County, 
Winston-Salem 

1996-2006

Letterhead of first statistician and founding member Harper Elam, 1889.

Chaplains
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Left to right, top to bottom: High Point (HPFD), Asheville (BCPL), Wilmington 
(DRFC/NHCPL), Biltmore Village (AMC), Charlotte (HE), Wilmington (MLC), 
Raleigh (N&O), Burlington (Thomas Hermann Photo), Durham (DHSC/UNC-CH), 
Raleigh-Durham Airport (DHSC/UNC-CH), Marion, Benson (Shaun P. Ryan pho-
to), Greensboro (GFD), Wallace (MLC), Winston-Salem (MLC), Kinston (MLC), 
Kill Devil Hills (Thomas Bair photo/MBC), Charlotte (MBC), and Smithfield 
(MLC).

Motor Apparatus Over The Decades
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Gone But Not Forgotten



 

This illustrated history of the North Carolina State 
Firefighters’ Association was designed, written, and 
researched by Mike Legeros, completing the first 
phase of a project started in December 2018, to collect 
the history of the NCSFA. The seeds were planted a 
decade earlier, when Executive Director Paul Miller 
welcomed Legeros to the office to copy conference 
proceedings for his personal research. In later years, 
both Miller and Marketing and Conference Director 
Kris Wyatt compiled historical accounts and timelines 
of the NCSFA. Those were incorporated into this book, 
as well as earlier histories presented in commemora-
tive conference programs and other documents. 

Statistician Dennis Presley served as executive over-
sight for the history project and as liaison with the 
Executive Board. He has been invaluable with his 
input and support. Thanks also to Executive Director 
Tim Bradley for digging into his personal collection 
of old materials, Deputy Director Ed Brinson for his 
wealth of personal experience and memories, and Kris 
Wyatt for fielding endless questions about SAFRE and 
other activities.

Thanks to the many people who provided old photos 
and access to their personal collections of artifacts, in-
cluding Daniel Bartholf, Micah Bodford, Paul Brown, 
Erin Elam, Andrew Messer, and the late Donald 
Whitaker. Thanks also to the many museum curators, 
historians, and history helpers including Elise Allison, 
Tim Blaisdell, Sean Boone, Tad Byrum, Larry Cock-
man, Jason Gore, Marian Inabinett, Tom Link, Rodney 
Misenheimer, Shane Nantz, Brian Oliver, Jack Ram-
sey, Steve Tedder. Paul Wilkinson, Kathy Witherspoon, 
and Joshua Wright. 

Sources for old photos include the State Archives 
of North Carolina, North Carolina Digital Heritage 
Center, Forsyth County Fire Historical Society, New 
Bern Firemen's Museum, Raleigh Fire Museum, 

Winston-Salem Fire-Rescue Historical Society, 
Greensboro History Museum, High Point Museum, 
Old Salem Museum and Gardens, Wachovia Histor-
ical Society, Fire & Rescue Journal issues, Tarheel 
Firefighter issues, Hose & Nozzle archives via Troy 
Fire Department, Perkins Library at Duke University, 
Ramsey Library at UNC Asheville, Wilson Library at 
UNC Chapel Hill, and collections at several county 
public libraries. Plus numerous fire departments, via 
social media, web sites, and printed materials.

Photos from the 1990s through the 2020s include 
many by Legeros, Lee Wilson, Jeff Harkey, David 
Raynor, Sherman Gillespie, Kenneth Clouser, and the 
late Wayne Greer. SAFRE photos are by Legeros, Wil-
son, IWP Photography, Laura Beth Greene, and Kate 
Awtrey. 

More information on photo credits, along with annota-
tions, corrections, and other book notes, are available 
on this web page: ncsfa.com/book.

Others who were very helpful with NCSFA memories 
and historical information include Jay Howell and Gail 
Joyner. 

Thanks to Jeff Harkey, Kristen Klett, and Brian Oli-
ver for their help with layout and design. They were 
lifesavers. Thanks to Julie Legeros for copyediting and 
proofreading the book and many times over. 

Finally, a huge thank you to the legion of fire depart-
ment members, across all ranks and positions, and 
who patiently answered my many and often repeated 
requests for help. They were particularly invaluable 
in providing portraits of Past Presidents and other 
officers.  

Shown is the SAFRE show floor in 2021. (IWP Pho-
tography photo) 

We need your help expanding our archives. Do you have any of these things? Contact history@ncsfa.com.

• Conference proceedings from 1889 to 1909
• Conference programs from any years
• Conference minutes from 2002 to 2009
• Fire college photos from the 1920s to 1990s
• Fire college printed materials
• Hose & Nozzle issues 
• North Carolina Fire Prevention Bulletin issues 
• North Carolina Fire Service News issues  

• NCSFA membership cards
• NCSFA newsletters
• Panoramic group photos from early decades
• Photos of NCSFA events from 1960s to 2000s
• Pins, badges, ribbons, and medallions 
• SAFRE programs from 2013 to present
• Tarheel Firefighter issues  
• Trophies, loving cups, and other awards.

Credits and Acknowledgements

We Need Your Help
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Aiken, James P. Brevard 08/25/1909
Allen Jr., Ronald P. Tar Heel 09/22/2006
Arnold, Jack E. NC Forest Service 01/23/2006
Arthur, James E. Cold Water 02/11/2008
Austin, Alan James Belmont, Charlotte 12/08/2019
Autrey, Joseph W. Icard 04/26/2013
Autry, Bridgett N. Herring 06/13/2002
Bailey, Roy L. West End 02/19/1989
Bankert Sr., Gary L. Roanoke-Wildwood 01/15/2000
Barbour, Richard L. Wilson's Mills 02/04/2011
Barker, Tony Mountain View 06/13/2013
Barnes, William T. Hope Fire Co. of Greenville 10/09/1924
Beam, Carl A. Fallston Community 12/24/1977
Beard Jr., William J. Greensboro 04/10/2002
Begley, Thomas E. NC Forest Service 12/21/1958
Bell, Andrew J. Morehead City 05/01/1951
Bellamy, Robert Wilmington 02/14/1868
Benfield, Caleb R. Bethlehem 10/10/2012
Bennett, Frank W. Durham 11/26/1946
Bennett, Timothy P. Ellerbe 06/18/1989
Beshears, James A. Winston-Salem 09/30/1986
Bilka, Joseph L. Antioch-Fishing Creek 05/21/2006
Black, Pruitt L. Charlotte 04/01/1934
Blanchard, Todd A. Eastern Wake 07/14/2005
Blizzard, Robby D. Arrington 11/06/1998
Boles, Joseph E. Westarea  05/11/2004
Bowen, Jeffrey S. Asheville 07/28/2011
Brinkley, Grover C. Chapel Hill 07/02/1989
Brinson Jr., Rufus E. Reelsboro 06/06/2008
Britt, D. Kevin Severn 06/18/2016
Britt, Stacy H. Warsaw 12/31/1949
Brooks, Thomas E. Lumberton 01/31/2002
Brophy, David M. Parkton 12/15/2013
Browne, Michael T. Acme-Delco-Riegelwood 11/16/2006
Bullard, Arnold B. Winston-Salem 07/06/1980
Burrus Jr., James H. NC Forest Service 01/25/1982
Burwell, William M. Oxford 03/15/1935
Butler Sr., Samuel Evans Crossroads 01/08/2012
Campbell, Halbert E. NC Forest Service 11/17/1973
Cannon, Brian A. Taylors Bridge 01/16/1998
Cannon, Robert S. NC Air National Guard 07/01/2012
Capps, William I. Fayetteville 07/18/1956
Carr, Everette A. Weldon 12/26/1947
Carroll, Terry W. Coats-Grove 01/07/2003
Casteen, James U. NC Forest Service 04/20/1968
Cathey, W. Graham Charlotte 01/08/1929
Chandler, Joseph A. Durham 02/13/1957
Chappell, H. Dean Arlington 07/12/2004
Childress, Michael T. Level Cross 05/07/2005
Clifton, Ernest G. Meadow 01/14/1970
Cline, Charles L. NC Forest Service 07/11/1964
Cockman, Raymond J. Greensboro 06/14/1987
Coffey, Douglas B. Blowing Rock 07/23/2003
Colton, Charles A. NC Forest Service 03/27/1979
Cook, David F. Griffith 05/24/1983
Cooke, Gregory C. Salem District 03/21/2009
Cope, Daniel C. Lexington 01/01/1926
Cope, Edward R.   Lexington 01/01/1926
Copeland, Michael W. Charlotte 01/25/2003
Core, Raymond D. Wilmington 11/25/1935
Coston, Rayford D. International Paper Company 05/05/1986
Coulter, Leonard W. Gerton 08/21/1996
Countiss, William G. Woodlawn-Sevier 10/28/1984
Crocker, George E. Pine Level 06/22/2008
Cross, John H. Salisbury 07/24/1961
Dabbs, Dwight W. Anderson Township 07/22/1985
Daniel, Max L. Julian 02/08/1984
Daniels, Christopher J. Pine Level 08/17/2015
David, Ryan S. NC Air National Guard 07/01/2012
Davis Jr., John M. Kenly 05/07/2016
Davis Sr., Jimmy L. White Oak 12/10/2009
Dean, Jason D. Clayton 09/22/2020
Dellinger Sr., Russell C. Collettsville 11/19/1984
Dennis, Betty K. Centerville 01/03/2001
Derke, Erwin Enola 08/28/1989
Donley Jr., Gerald D. Swepsonville 08/08/2007
Dorsett, Carlos D. Westside 03/13/1976
Dorsey, Richard C. Bahama 09/06/1996
Doub, Ricky W. Forbush 12/16/2014
Dougherty, Patrick J Garner 04/08/1993
Duncan Jr., Julius F. Beaufort 12/12/1958
Earle, John D. West Virginia Pulp & Paper Co. 04/26/1961
Earley, Joshua B. Harrisburg 03/06/2002
Ebersole, Dennis M. Kure Beach 05/30/2019
Ellerbrock, William A. Howard Relief Fire Co. of Wilmington 04/10/1880

Ellington, Paul L. Oregon Hill 01/01/2008
Elliott Jr., Edgar B. New Bern 06/10/1931
Faircloth, Billy R. Sanford 03/14/1980
Fanning, Larry W. Garner 08/02/2006
Farmer, E. Paul West Jefferson 06/12/1986
Farrow, Lisa A. Engelhard 08/09/2000
Faulkner, Levi H. Farmville 05/29/1975
Fields, Jeffrey L. Youngsville 12/25/2013
Fisher III, George W. Sandy Bottom 09/22/2011
Fletcher, Gary E. Durham 02/14/1978
Flowers, Raymond J. Asheville 05/26/1982
Fossett, Michael R. NC Forest Service 09/07/2000
Franklin, Mark T. Charlotte 11/30/2003
Fryar, William H. Clinton 02/13/1976
Fulbright, Billy R. Ranlo 07/12/1977
Gamble, Robert L. Whispering Pines 10/12/1984
Gardner, Melvin E. Rockingham 04/05/1973
Garmon, Herbert D. Mooresville 11/30/1973
Garwood Sr., Milton T. Griffith 07/01/1970
Gaskill, John J. New Bern 11/06/1904
Gay, Roy E. High Point 11/01/1970
Gaylets Jr., Anthony J. Morehead City 06/14/1973
Gentry, Terry Lee Buncombe County Fire Marshal’s Office 07/07/2019
Glenn, William B. Charlotte 07/01/1914
Goforth, John B. Winston-Salem 10/29/1956
Goodnight, Michael G. West Liberty 07/04/2018
Gosey Sr., Carson L. Shiloh-Danieltown-Oakland 10/24/1998
Gray, Jesse C. Greensboro 12/31/1969
Greene, Chad E. Union Cross 11/04/2009
Griffin, Spencer V. Rocky Mount 01/06/1970
Griffin, Tommy P. Sandy Ridge 01/26/1967
Gulledge, Rhett S. Harrisburg 06/18/1973
Gupton, John D. Justice 09/16/2014
Guyer, George M Stokes-Rockingham 10/04/1996
Hage, Todd W. Wesley-Chapel 08/11/2007
Haigler, James H. Sanford 01/19/2001
Hall, John M. Clarkton 11/07/2012
Hall, Nathan C. Shelby 05/25/1979
Halliburton, James H. NC Forest Service 08/13/2014
Harrell, Amos W. Greenville 12/08/1972
Harrell, Eston L. Kill Devil Hills 08/25/1977
Harris, James L. National Spinning Company 09/07/1982
Harrison, Norman J. East Rockingham 08/12/1978
Harvey, Charles P. Piney Green 06/25/2007
Hawkins, Wayne B. Rocky Mount 06/11/1977
Hayworth, Oscar M. High Point 07/29/1936
Heath, David A. New Hanover County 10/14/2013
Heglar, Harold L. Kure Beach 01/20/2020
Hensley, J. Keith Triple Community 10/09/2017
Hicks, J. Alan NC Air National Guard, Badin 07/27/2015
Hicks, Joseph M. Henderson 11/07/1970
Hinson, James G. Mebane 08/27/1995
Hobbs, Hampton L. Faison 10/17/1981
Hobson, William G. Winston-Salem 09/15/1938
Holder Jr., Delmas D. Benhaven 10/15/2001
Holder, Jeffrey N. Orange Rural 08/13/2018
Hollingsworth, Jeffrey S. Clement 11/30/2006
Honeycutt, Marvin L. Shepherds 01/29/1977
Hood, Ferrell D. Westarea 11/15/1986
Hoots, Ronnie E. Edneyville 10/30/1990
Hoover, Michael D. Tabernacle 10/14/1992
Horne, Luther P. Fayetteville 12/21/1929
Horton, Lee Roy Statesville 11/22/1967
House Sr., George W. Asheville 08/18/1964
Hulen, Phillip S. Vann Crossroads 04/06/2004
Hunsinger Jr., David J. Tar Heel 04/07/2011
Isler, Victor A. Salisbury 03/07/2008
Jackson, David E. Washington 06/22/1935
Jackson, H. Lawrence Washington 05/13/1930
Jackson, Merton R. NC Forest Service 05/15/1981
Jackson Jr., Floyd A. Hendersonville 11/26/1950
Jarman Jr., Paul A. Harlowe 01/30/1986
Jenkins, Joseph P. Salisbury 08/03/1971
Jessen, Curtis L. NC Forest Service 08/21/2008
Johnson, Carl T. NC Forest Service 08/20/2003
Jones, Herman S. Raleigh 01/22/2008
Jones, Hubert S. Thoroughfare 11/06/1998
Jones, James M. Albemarle Paper Company 04/17/1972
Jones, Jesse M. Wade Community 09/14/1978
Jones, Randy N. Cool Springs 07/28/2003
Kennedy, James A. NC Forest Service 03/02/1955
Kerley, Lawrence L. Waynesville 08/21/1942
Key II, D. Reid Whispering Pines 12/27/2016
Kilpatrick, Robert E. Brevard 09/09/1974
Kimball, Gilbert W. Winston-Salem 02/11/1934

Appendix
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Kincaid, Kelly M. Morganton 03/19/2006
Kiser, Jonah D. Winston-Salem 07/14/1915
Kye, Larry J. NC Forest Service 03/08/1989
Lacewell, Eric D. Wilmington 11/04/2014
Lamm, Gregory M. National Spinning Company 09/07/1982
Lee, James E. Arapahoe 11/03/1976
Lee, James H. Wilson's Mills 06/25/1991
Lee, Thomas G. Four Oaks 02/01/2014
Long, Bradley S. Sherrill's Ford-Terrell 06/06/2016
Long, Kent F. Charlotte 12/01/2006
Lowery II, Charles R. Lowell 10/20/1990
Magness, George L. Shelby 05/25/1979
Martin, Robert D. Bostic 01/09/2005
Mason, Wayne R. Tri-Beach 03/07/2019
Massengill, Norwood C. Fairgrounds 02/10/1971
Mathis, Eddie D. Dallas 07/16/2001
Matthews, Thomas W Triangle 01/23/1970
May, Wiley T. Rocky Mount 12/18/1920
McCormick, Joseph M. NC Air National Guard 07/01/2012
McCoy, S. Brad Nantahala 11/21/2014
McNeely Jr., Walter W Lake Toxaway 04/30/1979
McPhail Jr., George V. Rowland 03/22/1971
Meed Jr., Lewis G. Elkin 11/02/1968
Melton, Donald E. Shelby 05/25/1979
Mendenhall, Robert E. Charlotte 05/17/1928
Merrick, Richard Wilmington 02/14/1868
Messer, Claud G. Jonathan Creek 09/20/2019
Michael, J. Howard Lexington 01/01/1926
Michl, Walter W. Roanoke-Wildwood 03/16/2008
Mikeal, Paul K. NC Air National Guard 07/01/2012
Miller, Donald R. Glendale Springs 02/04/2014
Miller, Glenn W. Whispering Pines 08/17/2007
Miller, Richard A. Belmont 12/29/2009
Mills, Grady L. East Side 05/01/1965
Mills, Jerry S. Greenville 07/06/1980
Mimms, Paul A. Raleigh 04/20/1965
Mitchel, Henry Rocky Mount 03/20/1906
Monroe, Justin E. Salisbury 03/07/2008
Monroe, Willie P. Wilmington 01/27/1932
Moody, Larry C. NC Forest Service 11/19/1973
Morgan, Mark A. NC Forest Service 04/28/2003
Morrison, Scott A. Knotts Island 03/03/2013
Munday, James M. Charlotte 03/08/1955
Narron, McDaniel Antioch 08/03/1976
Neely, William L. Statesville 11/15/1936
Newman, David T. NC Forest Service 09/07/2000
Newman, Marshall J. NC Forest Service 11/19/1973
Nissen, Harry E. Winston-Salem 11/28/1932
Nordman, Robert P. Northern Wake 12/17/2018
Norton, Johnny L. Hot Springs 11/24/2011
Owens, Danny R. Newland 12/09/1976
Page, D. Wayne Durham 12/18/2018
Parris Jr., Jacob C. Balsam-Willets-Ochre Hill 02/04/1994
Parsons, William G. Millers Creek 02/01/2009
Peed, Edward Salamander Fire Co. of Washington 02/08/1902
Pegram, Bobby G. Piney Grove 10/18/1974
Pennell, M. Eric Central Alexander 04/17/2017
Perry, Henry E. Pumpkin Center 09/14/1997
Pettus, Marshall G. Charlotte 03/19/1968
Phillips, Carl C. Locke Township 08/27/2015
Pierce, Amy L. M. Badin Lake 03/17/2015
Powell, Cassandra M. McLeansville 09/23/2002
Price, Willie M. Jamesville 04/16/2006
Ratledge, John E. Elkin 05/14/1956
Rawls Jr., James B. Rockingham 07/24/1952
Reavis, David L. Winston-Salem 07/14/1920
Robinson, James D. Brasstown 08/14/2015
Robinson Jr., John E. Vanceboro 03/13/1989
Rodgers, Brian K. Poplar Tent 08/20/1987
Rogers, Corbin L. Spring Lake 01/31/2020
Russell Jr., Steve E. Vander 12/16/1988
Sales, Richard L. Reynolds 04/08/2018
Sanders, Nemeth F. NC Forest Service 07/27/2007
Sandlin, Harold L. Wilmington 08/21/1987
Saunders Sr., Carl C. Coleridge 10/08/1968
Schnibben, Charles Wilmington 06/16/1933
Schondelmayer, Jon F. Cary, Swift Creek 12/18/2013
Scott, James E. Hamilton 09/16/2005
Scotton, Burleigh A. Wilmington 09/24/1972
Sharp II, David C. Fayetteville 03/17/2000
Sharts, Floyd P. Shelby 05/25/1979
Sheltra, Richard M. Pineville 04/30/2016
Shew, Bobby D. Roaring River 05/18/2017
Shockley Jr., Jesse U. Fort Bragg 12/10/1994
Shuart, Karen A. Asheville 01/31/2019

Shue, James C. Locke Township 12/14/1995
Smith, Vernon J. Raleigh 03/10/1956
Snavely, Dakota R. East Side 06/10/2018
Sowell, Joe Thomas Hamlet 05/14/1969
Spencer III, Romulus S. Engelhard 06/03/2018
Spittle, George W. Charlotte 03/10/1917
Spry, James F. Laurinburg 11/30/1982
Squires, Asa T. National Spinning Company 09/07/1982
Stanfield, Michael D. Anderson Township 09/10/2007
Stephenson, O. Earl Angier-Black River 05/09/2007
Stepp, John P. Gastonia 02/13/1980
Stoner, Theodore W. High Point 07/21/1925
Stonesifer, Sarah E. Pine Hill 03/29/2013
Strain, Kenneth A. Hemby Bridge 05/02/1999
Suggs, Donald L. Summerville 06/11/2012
Summerville III, Walter M. Kernersville 11/07/2012
Sundstrom Jr., Gerald L. NC Forest Service 05/11/1996
Sutton, Wade A. NC Forest Service 12/07/1968
Tatum, David M. White Oak 11/05/2012
Taylor, Carol I. Goldsboro 11/14/2008
Terry, Lennie J. Triple Springs 12/11/2016
Tessinear, W. Keith Raleigh 08/29/2019
Thomas, Colin G. Verona 06/14/2008
Thompson, Vernon L. Cary 06/16/1960
Thornton, Cecil C. Clinton 12/01/1976
Tilghman, Gerald O. West of New Bern 11/06/1973
Tramel, Matthew D. Pembroke 06/05/2009
Trent, Jimmie E. Asheville 11/03/1975
Tucker Jr., Joe J. Thoroughfare 03/08/2020
Tyndall, Prentice J. Hugo 05/12/2016
Tyner Sr., John C. Gray’s Creek 05/03/1983
Van Hoy, Howard W. Austin 09/05/2000
Vandiford, Willis H. Bell Arthur 03/21/1978
Varnell, James R. Bakertown 02/02/2016
Waddell, Sammie J. Swannanoa 02/28/1989
Wallace, J. Harvey Charlotte 07/01/1914
Walters Sr., James F. Parkton 01/29/2011
Ward, Tom H. Robersonville 02/22/1967
Warren, Joshua Lee Alexis 06/16/2016
Weiner, Sidney No. 7 Township 12/15/2015
Werhan, C. Augustus Asheville 12/09/1963
Westnedge, Joseph S. Charlotte 03/06/1934
Whimple, Brandon M. Rhodestown 03/24/2007
White, Raymond D. Dover 09/29/2007
Whitlow, P. Joseph Winston 02/24/1911
Whittaker, Robert G. Marshallberg 11/14/2006
Wilkie Jr., Ernest V. Durham 01/20/1970
Willard, Joseph B. Wilmington Hook & Ladder Co. 06/17/1893
Williams, Billy H. Rhodestown 03/24/2007
Williams, Gerald H. Cool Springs 09/30/2003
Williamson, Emmett A. Wilmington 10/25/1941
Willis, Oscar D. Wilmington 08/10/1956
Willis, William P. Asheville 02/27/2018
Wingate, Halston G. Bath 09/24/1962
Winnies, Francis NC Forest Service 08/08/1978
Winslow, Franklin W. Aulander 01/20/1988
Wiseman, Johnnie B. Fall Creek 06/26/1965
Woods, Joshua M. Siler City 01/12/2016
Woolard Jr., Jesse M. National Spinning Company 09/07/1982
Wright, C. Thomas Blowing Rock 03/21/2010
Wynn, Robert M. Wrightsville Beach 12/06/1981
Wynne Jr., W. Ralph Pactolus 07/31/1999
Yarborough, Wayne E. Waynesville 03/05/2006
Young, Robert W. Winston-Salem 11/17/1918

Dedicated in 2006, the North Carolina Fallen Firefighters 
Memorial in Raleigh honors 319 members who died in the 
line of duty between 1868 and 2021. 

Fallen Firefighters






