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The South Atlantic FIRE RESCUE Expo (SAFRE) will take
place August 12—15, 2026, at the Raleigh Convention Center.
Planning is well underway, and several updates have been
made to improve the experience for attendees.

To make longstanding traditions accessible to more SAFRE
attendees, we will no longer hold an annual banquet.
Instead, the installation of officers, recognition of
scholarship recipients, and presentation of awards will occur
during the SAFRE Opening Ceremonies on Thursday,
August 13. This change allows a larger audience to
participate in these important recognitions.

The Opening Ceremony will also feature a keynote address
by Steve Chikerotis, retired Deputy District Chief with the
Chicago Fire Department and consulting producer and actor
on Chicago Fire.

SAFRE registration is open, and hotel room blocks are
available for attendees. Several new events have been added
to the schedule, and the expo floor is sold out. Attendees are
encouraged to visit www.safre.mobi to review the full
schedule, sign up for classes, and register for their FREE

expo passes.
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Cancer Insurance Program Update

As of March 23, 2026, 669 claims have been filed since January 1, 2022.
From Jan. 1, 2022, through March 27, 2026, 462 claims have been paid,
$16,666,882 benefits have been paid total. 207 claims were either
ineligible or are pending.

Reasons for denial: 25% date of diagnosis, 30% non-eligible diagnosis,
4% retirement date outside of the 10-year window, and 40% due to
roster ineligibility.

Since July 1, 2025, out of 197 claims, 34 were ineligible and 76 were
retirees. Reasons for denial are the cancer was diagnosed before January
1st of 2022; an ineligible cancer or not metastasized; not on the roster of
a fire department; or did not meet the necessary requirements as a
non-active retiree.

Summait

We plan to host the Summit on Tuesday, August 11th, during
SAFRE week, just as we have in previous years.

The recently adopted summit schedule will occur every other year at
SAFRE, and will include board members from the NCSFA, NCAFC, as
well as board members from the regions (Western, Eastern, and
Piedmont).

Representatives from the Fire Marshal’s Association and OSFM will
also be invited to attend. More details will be shared as the date
approaches.

the Civic Center (NCSFA Office) office building at 323 W. Jones Street,
Raleigh, NC 27603.

We will meet in the 1st floor conference room at 8:00 AM. There are

two public parking garages within reasonable walking distance of the
office.

We will have a brief introduction, a message from board members and
visits from several legislators and then head over to the Legislative
Building. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend. Lunch will be
provided by Atlantic Emergency Solutions.

ATLA
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Did You Know........

The North Carolina State Firefighters’ Association, in cooperation with the
North Carolina Association of Fire Chiefs Mid-Winter Conference, is happy
to bring you the Jerry Brooks invitational Golf Tournament.

This will be a two-day tournament consisting of individual stroke play, and
4-person Captain's Choice formats. You can only register to play in one of
the two-day formats.

It will be on May 11th and 12th, with a 9:00 AM shotgun start at the
Highland Creek Golf Club at 7101 Highland Creek Parkway, in Charlotte,
NC.

For more information, go to our website at NCSFA.com. We look forward
to seeing you there.

Chief Jerry Brooks

Presented by the
North Carolina State Firefighters’ Association
in cooperation with the
Ao S s sscaen

North Carolina Association of Fire Chiefs'
Mid-Winter Conference

Two-Day Hybrid Event
Individual Stroke Play & Captains Choice Scramble

Highland Creek Golf Club
7101 Highland Creek Pkwy, Charlotte, NC 28269

TOURNAMENT FORMATS

Individual Stroke Play

Day 1- Individual Stroke Play

Day 2 - Individual Stroke Play

(Flights created from Day 1with bust-out rules)

Captains Choice 4-Person Team Scramble
Day 1- Scramble (Best Ball Format)
Day 2 - Shamble Format

Two-Day Tournament Fee:
Individual $170 | 4-Person Team $680

Important Deadlines

NCSFA Annual Awards Deadline May 1, 2026
SAFRE #ShowUsYourCrew Photo Submission Deadline June 5, 2026

Report a Firefighter Death- Deadline for SAFRE Memorial \
Inclusion June 30, 2026

SAFRE #ShowUsYourCrewInAction Video Submission Deadline
June 30, 2026

SFA North Carolina State Firefighters’ Association
323 W. Jones Street. Suite 401

North Carolina State Firefighters’ Association
Raleigh, NC 27603
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